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Ik the reign of Chirlfes 11. whtniht 
Clergy would preach two liours at a 
Rretch, *^ and make nothing of it ;** as 
foon as the preacher perceived his fo- 
porific eloquence begin to take eflFeClj 
in order to rpufe the languid atten- 
tibn of his audience, and give ' them 
hopes of a fpeedy releafe j he would 
exclaim with great empbafis^ *^ Once 
U more and I have doi^e !** Of thi^r 



( vi ) 

He has silWays been more inclinied 
to panegyric, than to fatyr : and hav- 
ing an habitual tendency to rhyming; 1 
unfortunately contrafted in his youth, 
every incident, pleafingor difpleafing; 
every civility, or ev^ry flight from a 
great niari; a fafcinating fmile, or 
mortifying negleft, from a beautiful' *^ 
woman; every accidental circumftancfe 
of this kirlid^ will fet his fanc^y to Wor:k* 
as mechariicaUy as a fre(h gale puts ' 
the fails of a wind-mill iii motion. • 
Yet this prbpehlity has -rarely beeii ' 
indulged; uhlefs in hismorrting rides ; 
which he is urfdcr a neceflity of taking 
daily, on accdunt of his health. 

But, after all, I am afraid it will be'' 
faid, and with fome degree of truth, 



' that a confiderable part of his life has 
been paffed in doing wrong things, and 
making di^ologitt for them. But what 
Pope fays of Poets in, general, n\ay be 
applied on the prefent occafion, 

/'X^t, Sir, reflect: the mischief J^ not great j 
'* These madmen never hurt the Church or State: 
** A]lo>v him but his plaything of a pen^ 
« He ne*er rebels or plots like other meii," 

The greateft detriment to the Pub- 
lic in this alarming dearth of paper, 
IS the unneceflary confumption of 
that article ; which mi^ht be fb mucTi , 
better employied in philofophical or 
political pamphlets ; to combat the re- 
ligious prejudices and fuperftition of a 
ligotted age; and to dilTeminate the 
principles of Liberty and £ quality ; 

and 



( vni ) 

and reftore men to their 'NaturAl 
Rights ; and free them frorti the atlii- 
trary rejlraints impofed upon them by 
ihe X.atfcf5 i)f Society. 

The prefect fcarcity of bread in- 
deed^ is beneath the attention of a 
philoibpher or a poet ; (they have 
been inured to a fparc diet and fcanty 
meals) but a dearth of paper! is an 
awful confideration : it ftrike^ at the 
very exillence of their fublime fpccu** 
lations. It mud at leaft deprive thd 
World of the benefit of their lucubra-^ 
tions; and eventually reduce men 
again to a ffate of ignorance and bar^ai 
batifml* 

* Seeii)r. BrOwn*& ingemous Essay on Ihitf 
' subject. 

^ . - To 



■ ( i* ) . 

To conclude : As a young Author 
fometimes ^claims indulgence for hi$ 
Jirfi performance, on account of hii 
youth ; The Author of this Farraginous 
CoIle6lion, deprecates the feVerity of 
criticifm for this his lajl produftion^ 
on account of his advanced age *; being 
above twenty years pall his grand 
climaUix. 

However, I would bequeath this 
advice to the juvenile part of my ac-* 
quaintance« 

My young Frierids ! Avoid batd 
company, gaming, fabbath-breaking^ 
and-^writing verfes : ^ 

^"■( 

An OBo'Genarian Scribbler. -i 
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INtkOiDlJCtioJ^. 



I REMEMBER an itinerant profeiiror of 
the medical art, wKo, from a pure dlf- 
interefted regard to the welfare of" hii 
fellow-creatures, frequented the mar- 
kets of a provincial town, to heal ma- 
ladies of every kihd, without fee or 
reward; except a mere trifle to defray 
the exp^nce of his travels. But his 
chief delight and fuDJect of triumph 
was to cure the hlind, and thofe who 
had been pronounced incurable by the 
regular practitioners o^ the healing art. 
A poor old man, who had been 
totally olihd fof, many years, was wil- 
ling to avail himfeff of this common 
bleiling fo liberally beftowed : the 
artift, after putting him to cotifider-. 
able torture for fome time, told him, 
B 2 at 



4 INTRODUCTIOIT. 

at length, *' Honeft man, if yvou had 
but two films over your eyes, I could 
cure you; but you have three — and, 
therefore, though you will never reco- 
ver your fight in this world, you will 
-fee again in the next/' The poor man 
thanked the Doftor for his kiudnefs, 
payed his fixpence, and withdrew with 
perfeft refignation to his fate. 

Such, I confefs, is in fome meafure 
the only confolation which I have to 
offer to thofe unhappy females, whom 
the injuftice, t)r want of difcernment, 
in our faftidious fex, has deprived of 
the comforts of conjugal endearment, 
and the tender regards of their natural 
fupporters and proteftors. The con- 
duft, however, which I fhall here take 
the liberty "to fuggeft, will, I truft, if 
adopted, contribute greatly to their 
comfort and happinefs, even in this 
life; as well as qualify them for that 
more perfeft blifs which is referved for 
them hereafter. 

. SECTION 



Is 2 ■ 

\ SECTION I. t 

IS o one, who has not been feduced 
by the impious fophiftry of this fuper-.' 
ficial Ag6 of R^afon, aud confidersj 
with due attention, the infinite good-' 
nefs and wifdom of the great Crektor 
of the uniyerfe, can poffibly believe 
that he would prodiice fiich a creature 
as man, endued with a capa^ty to 
judge of, and appreeiate the goodneft 
and juftice of his Maker, with' ah in* 
fatiable thirft ^fter happinefs^ inde^ 
fatigable in the purfuit of knowledge^ 
and capable of improving his faculties* 
to an indefinite extfent; who, afteir 
having laboured up the fteep afcent of 
virtue and fcience, ihould be fuffered 
to drop at once into the gulph of eter- 
nal oblivion ; deceived, and even de- 
frauded, as it were, of the reward of 
Jais labours,^ — From this moral argu- 
B 3 ment 



6 THE CpNSOLATION 

ment alone, then, a future ftate of ex- 
iftence is, 1 think^ demonftrable. 

But, if we extend our inquiries be- 
yond this life, and attempt to invefti- 
gat^ th? partiCTJar fiirp^i^ift^tiipes of 
tj^^t f\4fi, , wr fppwl4tiQ,n$ iftiLift: n^- 
celTfirily l^e m^erely ;. <;opj p&.uxb,\^ iafi- 
nit^ly vague an^ :^xh^p^l^t^\n* Wlii^a 
tjie drama pf life i^.fi^ifc^^ *»d; th^ 
curtain; drppp.?4> m inyp^n^tmW^ veU 
preclude,s any £u^t]s^r< di-ff 0K§ry. ^ 

From fpme paffages in the fepre4; 
ijrritiqgs., hpiYev,er, an^ fpm§ hiflts th^rc 
give^, \i^e may reafpii with a dqgreq of ' 
cpnfideiice pu fome few p^tticular^^pf 
that Hate* With regard tp the future 
coijdifio|i pf the fexes, fpr inftamee (the 
fuj^jeft pf, this Eff^y) tire xnay fpriii, 
fq^^e plftvifibj^ GpnjeQUres. 
- As t^e fan^ipns 9f the MojCsiiclaw 
\5r?3re, 9^1y. tempQ|-£vl rewards ai^4 pUr 
. ni%ments, the fe£l, of the S^ddu$:ees> 
which confifted chiefly pf t}\t maft 
yif^thy^ tbpugh notj in geuer^LthiC 

mail 
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moft learned part of the commntdty^ 
were fo well cont^oited with the pre^ 
feet ftate of things^ and found tkem'*^ 
felves fo fnug and txnhfortable in their 
affluent aHotment^ that they looked no 
further than the prefent life^ abd as 
they were not foHoitous about it, they 
affe6led to difiielieve a future ftate of 
exiftence. 

To inlimiate to thd common people^ 
therefore, the incoHfiftency of our Sa*. 
viour*3 doftrine with the law of Mofes^ 
they fuppofsd a cafe of ^* ifevenf bre- 
thren, who fuccefjsively married the 
fame woman/* (agreeably to a precept 
in thelaw to that piurpbfe^) and^ with 
a fneer, I fuppofe a£ked> ** whofe wife 
flbe fhould be in the refurreftion?" To 
which our Lord replies, that ^* in the 
refurreftion they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the 
angtls in heaven." Matt. -xxii. 30. 

From this paflage the ingenious Dn 
Prieftley (with St. Hilary, and fome 

others 
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Others of the primitiVe fathers) infers, 
iiot only ithat ** there will be no mar^ 
riages," but alfo, that there will be no 
diftin£lion of fexes in heslveh. A 
ftrangeand unwarrantable conclufion ! 
which the Scriptures do n6t counter, 
nance, and our reafon, or our feelings, 
at leaft, revolt at the idea. 

St. Paul, indeed, mentions a cohli- 
dmble change which the human frame 
will undergo on that awful occalion : 
that ** it is foWn in corruption, it is 
raifed in incorruption, it is fown in 
weaknefs, it is raifed in power/* it is 
fown a natural, or merely animal body, 
it is raifed a fpiritual, or fpiritualized 
body : But he no where fays, that a fe- 
male body will be raifed a male, or a 
male a female body. And if there is 
to be only one fex, the ladies furely 
have as good a claim to that exclufive 
privilege as the men have. Nay, as we 
are to have bodies of fome kind or 
lother, and *' are to he as the angels in 

heaven ^** 
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heayenV the fail! fex^ in- their immai 
culate purity and virgin innocence^ 
certainly approach nearer to our pre- 
fent ideas 6f thbfe angdie beings than 
the males do.^ 

In flio5-^- ^^every feed^'' as St. Padl 
fays, **will have its own body;" and 
we might, with as muich reafon, expeO; 
a grain- of wheat to produce an ear of 
barley, an iacorri an apple tree, of th^ 
chryfalis of' a butterfly to be ti-anC- 
formed into an humming bird or a 
Tobin red-breafl, as thoft to rife up 
males who were fafely depofited in a 
female fc^in in the tcmlb. » 

But it may be faid, *' If there are no 
marriages in heaven^ of what uCe call 
the diftinftion of fexes be ?t As th^re 

* Thtre seems to be some truth in the poet's 
jemark : . 

'* Angels siie painted fair to look like you.** 

+ Thds .is a subject of more delicacy than the 

^ Aullior jfears he is possesseci of. But if he cannot 

be useful, lie will, at least, endeavour to-be hann- 

kss.. , . " ' v'ill 
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will be no need of any further fupply 
cf the cekftial inhabitants/* 

Thofe> however* who make this ob* 
je£lion, muft conrlider the fair fex i» a 
very degrading light, as a.njere nurfery 
to fupply ihe obitory of the pkajurc 
garden. 

B^t there has generally been ac- 
tnowledgecj ayeSw^/diftinSiQii of fouls 
2s well as (4 bodie3. The athletic 
firength and roughaefs of the male 
feeros intended to be tempered* by the 
fetcinating foftnefs of the female, height- 
ened by the charms of the more delin- 
eate and beautiful form of the latter. 

" For valour He and' contemplation form*d, 
« Fojr softness /She and sweet attractive grace.'* 

MlJ-TON. 

And though we often meet with 
men of an effeminate foftnefs, and an 
affefted delicacy of manners ; and wo- 
men of a mafculine boldnefs and inde- 
licate ftyle of behaviour ; the fight is 

always 
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always ridiculous and difgulling. , The 
latter, efpecially, when they afpire at 
excellence in a charaQer for which na- 
ture never intended them, neceffarily 
4efeat their Q|vn purpofe. ■ ^ 

It would l^e the height of prefump-- 
tion and folly, however, in this age, to 
46ijy the capability of the fair fex to 
rival the proudeft of our f^X' in intel- 
l^£lual improvements. . But when a 
lady, bleflfed with thefe^xtr40?dinaiy^ 
talents, oft(5ntetioufly 4ifplay$ her- 
knowledge, a.i\(i €ont:^»d§ wjtji, and- 
even cjefe^ts an an$agonift ia: » m^ta*- 
phyGc^l difpu^i?, or any ahftrufe fci* 
ence ; w^ ^t4y admire her fkill ^«d pri?* 
found erudition, but flic is no IpPg^r 
an QbjeO: of d^fire, or of our tender 
regard* 
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SECT. IL 



Love is one of the ftrongefl; and 
moft delightful paflions of the human 
fouL By ^.ove I here mean that re- 
fined fentiment of mutual tendernefs 
and ardent affeftion between two per- 
fons of .different fexes, which induces 
each to confult the happinefs of the 
Other ill preference ta their oWn j and 
which, I am convinced, exifts in young 
minds at leaft totally diftinft from fen-- 
fual appetite, or that inftinftive attrac- 
tion which tends direflly to the per-p' 
fonal unidn of the fexes. 

Now, thpugh there will be no mar^ 
riages in heaven, and we cannot pro- ^ 
mife the haplefs fubjefts of this Effay 
good huibands ; yet, what is much 
better, they will find there an hoft of 
pordial friends and fincere lovers. And 
\\i\^ delicious pafTion of love, inftead 

of 
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of being reftrained to a Cngle objeft, 
will probably be .infinitely extended 
and exalted into that univerfal bene- 
volence, or charity, fo ftrongly enforced 
in the Gofpel. And in our fpifitualt- 
ized bodies we (hall enjoy that refined 
intercourfe of affe£lion with the whole 
fex, which we now experience in the 
contrafted fphere of the connubial 
ftate. And, as fuch an intercourfe 
will greatly augment the happinefs of 
heaven, we can , hardly doubt that it 
will fubfift there, and produce its ge- 
nuine efFeft, 

It has been abfurdly objefted to our 
religion, that it lays.no fire ft upon 
friendfhip, nor on patriotifm, or the 
love of our country, but leaves thefe 
virtues as voluntary duties in a Chrif- 
■* tian. Yet, furely, that divine charity, 
or univerfal philanthropy, which ex- 
tends our good-will to all mankind, is 
far fuperior to fuch, partial, contrafled 
attachments, which frequently prove 

pre- 
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prejudiGial to fociety, and fometimes 
to the individuals fo connected. ^ 

In like manner, it is no< imprebabic 
that although no one will have an ex- 
€lu(iv6 property in any individual of a 
different fex> yet, that there will be ah 
univerfally extended, ^though not lefs 
t|*anfporting intercourfe between them 
all. 

The Saddiice^s, who put this invi- 
dious qUeftion to our Saviour, faw 
dearly the confufion which mud re- 
fult froln the fuppofition of fuch ex- 
clufive connexions hereafter: and in- 
fte^id of the proper inference, that, 
therefore, there would be no marriages, 
they perverfely infered, that there 
would be nofwiv/rejlate^ or refurrcBion: 

The frequent adulteries and divorces 
in the frejent- age, would produce the 
fatnd confufion and embarraffmen^, 
fuppofin^ the adulterors and the in- 
jured parties to be admitted to the 
fame happy place, and the fair objeft 

of 
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ef their attachment to be worth a dif^ 
pute. It may be of importance^ theiv 
to caution thofe who may have un-< 
awares conceived a fondtiefs for a wo- 
man who is the property of another, 
not to forfeit, by indulging an illicit 
and finful paffion here, all poffibility 
of being happy in her fociety here- 
after. 

In (hort, though we muft not expefl: 
a Mahometan paradife^ we can hardly 
I think, doubt that there will be fuch 
a beatific commerce and reciprocal af<« 
fe^ion between the fouls of the good 
of different fexes as will conftitute the 
chief felicity of heaven. 

The exercife of the kind affedions 
feems fo effential to our enjoyment in 
this Kfc^ that we pften fee thofe un-. 
happy beings who by fome accidental 
circumftanccs^ though ocherwife, per- 
haps, of great mcjjt^ have been dilap- 
pointed of any opportunity of indulg- 
ing them oa a proper objefl;, we fee 

them 
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tliem lavifliing their careffes on lap-i 
dogs, or other domeftic aninials of the 
brute-creation : hut, in the celeftial 
regions, every one we meet will be an 
objeft of our cordial love and juft 
efteem. 



SECT. iir. : 

As a. virtuous union of the fexes 
then is a fource of the higheft enjoy- 
ment which this world afFordsj we can- 
not but pity tbofe unfortunate dam- 
fels, who, aS I have obferved, for want 
of perfonal attraftions, or any other 
caufe, are deprived of this common 
blefling. But let them not repine or 
niurmur at their hard lot, nor fuffer it 
to four their temper, and add a difguft- 
ing morofenefs to their countenances. 
On the contrary, Jet them cherifli the 

mild 



OF NEGLECTED VIRGINS. tj 

mild and benevolent aflFeftiohs, cuiti- 
vate their minds, and ftudy the art of 
pleafing ; which will give them charms 
fuperior to the moft regular fyftem of 
features, or the fineft complexion. 
Politenefs (which is generally no more 
than an artificial benevolence) has ir- 
rcfiftible attraftions ; and extraordi- 
nary mental endowments often make 
us overlook any perfonal difadvan- 
tages. 

Every one know3 that Scarron, who 
reprefents himfelf fo much diftqrted 
as to refemble the letter Z ; yet, by his 
wit and ingenuity, he gained the a^ec*. 
tions of Madame D'Aubigny, after- 
wards the celebrated Madame Mainte- 
non ; the miftrefs, if not the wife, of 
Lewis the XlVth. 

Mr. Pope, whofe flender carcafs was 

laced up in flays like a collar of brawn, 

. and his flioulder greatly protuberant, 

is fuppofed to have received marks of 

tender regard from more than one lady 

c of 



of diftiiiaion. As the gfeat Lofd 
Ghefterfielci ioajted of favouts of fomfe 
t)f the fineft women in Europe^ though 
more perhaps than he ever received. 

And I could Itiention, at this tittie, 
ihOre than one woinan of falhion. whofe 
^ Textt^rior form is by no means J)ro'pot^ 
tioned to their mental acccrmpliih*' 
iments ; who yet have gained, and long 
retained the affeftiom of mefn, as ami^ 
able in their perfons, as refpeftable in 
theii- fcfeaf afters, to whom they have 
been happily united. 

Yet let not my readers of this de- 
fcription found their hopes on thefe 
ielfs frequent examples, but feek for 
cohfolation from more infallihle fources. 
Let them refteft on the peculiar Wef- 
fings which are pronrifed to the metk^ 
and to the pure in heart. To thofe 
who are of a gentle difpofition, and 
who preferve the unfuUied purity of' 
their minds as well as of their perfons. 
And let them fubmit with patience 

and 
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and refignation to their prefentfate; 
and alfo endeavour to reftrain and fub- 
due, as much as human frailty will 
permit, even' thofe innocent propen- 
fities which they have no opportunity 
of gratifying, and by that means ac- 
quire a7^e for thofe fpirituai and ex- 
alted pleafures which they may hope 
to enjoyhereafter. 

Should they allow themfelves fome 
innocent gratifications, even of the fen- 
fual kind, fux:has a glaCs of wine or two 
extraordinary after dinner, (which is 
often the cafe) the occafional refrelh- 
ment of a pinch of fnufF, a fajliionablc 
glafs of mm and water in an evening, 
or the like, yet let them, by all means, 
beware of indulging themfelves in any 
kind of exccfs, which they may be na- 
turally tempted to do^ as an indemni- 
fication for the lofs of thpfe connubial 
comforts, which, nature intended siS the 
common lot of all her children. 

c 2 Another 
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Another prudential rfiaxim I would 
particularly recommend to the ladies 
of this defcription, never to praftife 
any coopctifh or juvenile airs, efpe- 
cially after they are turned of fifty, 
which will infallibly fruftrate the pur- 
pofe intended by them. 



sect; IV. 



To thofe brighter regions of happi- 
nefs, then, in a future ftate, thefe neg- 
ie&ed virgins muft look for more com* 
piete confolation. Though the virtu- 
ous habits, and the meek and patient 
tefignation to their deftiny, may not 
make them perfeftly happy here, yet 
they will greatly mitigate their cha- 
grin, and will be the beft preparatives 
for enjoying the fociety, and partici- 
pating 
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pating the felicity, of the blefled inha«* 
bitants of heaven. 

What will be the precife nature and 
degree of that felicity (as I have al* 
ready obferved) no one has prefumed 
to explain, '^neither has it entered inco 
the heart of man fully to conceive/* 
But, in addition to the ecftatic joy of 
being re*united to our neareft and 
dearell domeftic conne£tionSj and molt 
beloved friends, we may confidently 
affert, that there will be an univ^rfal 
harmony between all the inhabitant^ 
of the celeftial manfions ; and proba-^ 
bly, alfo, that there will be a more 
tender and ardent afFeftion fubfi fl- 
ing between the two fexes, fimilar to 
that which unites them here below. 
And thofe neglefted virgins, who 
have meekly fubmitted to their def- 
Jtiny here, will meet witH thofe en- 
dearments of which, from fome per- 
fonal defcfls, perhaps, they have here 
tee» unfprtunately deprived* For 
c 3 as 
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a» moft perfonal deforniities, or even 
want of fymmetry in- the features, or 
in our Ihape, are probably occafioned 
cither by fome mifmanagetnent of the 
child in its infancy, or derived down 
by a fucceffion of accidental impref* 
fions from their anceftors, or from an 
immoderate indulgence of their appe- 
tites;* thofe defe6ls will certainly be 
Teftified in the glorified body ; and no- 
thing but vicious habits, or mental de-* 
formities, will exclude them from the 
heavenly abodes, or deprive them of a 
cordial reception there, from every in- 
habitant of each fex, and of every de- 
gree of gloty and perfeftion. For as 
there will be no diftinftion but what 
aiifes from yirtue and goodnefs, and 
every one wiU be as perfeft in that 
refpeft as his particular mental quali- 

* No woman would grow to that enoraious 
bulk wliich we sometimes seci from any other 
cause, allowing for family constitutions. 

ties 
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ti^s and other circumftances require, 
there will, probably, be a relative, if 
not a perfeft equality in heaven. 

In what boundtafs regions of fpace 
the incalculable myriadis of defcendants 
from Adam will be difpofed of^ or how; 
for endlefs ages they will be en^ployed^ 
or how a feries of raptures, or even 
pkaling fenfations, will be found to 
engage our attention to all eternity, it 
is not the bufinefs of this Sflay to in^ 
quire. But we may fafely trull to th^ 
infinite goodn^fs ind power of our 
great Benefaftor, to fupply us with all 
that we can wilh, or that will contri* 
bute to our eternal felicity.- In our 
prefent ftate we experience a fucceflion 
of occupations and amufements, fuited 
to pur different ftages of life, and our 
diflFerent ideas of things from infancy, 
through our youth, our manhood, and 
to the moft advanced period of human 
life. 

But 
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>But nlere exiftejice is a blefling, 
when not embittered by pain or any 
diftrefsful circumftances ; and, amidft 
the fociety and reciprocal endearment 
of innumerable hods of the bleffed, we 
can want no other variety to conftitute 
our happinefs. 

Let us fuppofe a numerous family, 
united in interefts and aflFeftioni living 
together in an innocent and virtuous 
harmony, poflTeffed of a competence to 
provide for the conveniences ^nd. com- 
forts of life ; and the younger part of 
the family, perhaps, in time, marrying 
and fettling near their parents, in the 
patriarchal ftyle, W4iat could pre- 
vent fuch a family from being as happy 
as human nature will permit, without 
any variety for a long feries of years ? 

<' Sicknefs, or the death of fome of 
its members," you will fay, '* or the 
neceflity.of fome of them being fepa- 
rated from the reft, to gain a better 

eftablilh^ 
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•flabliOiment in the worlds and many 
Other difaflrous circumftances may in- 
terrupt the felicity even of fuch a 
family." 

True ! but nothing of that kind can 
befall , the inhabitants of the realms ' 
above — They arc landed on a peaceable 
ihore, and fafe from the Ilorms and dif-^ 
afters of this boifterous ocean ; and as 
they are fecured from Jiriy they can 
know no mifery, or any abatement of 
their happinefs, 

I knew three maiden fiftcrs forty 
years ago, co-heireffes, I think, to a 
confiderable fortune ; but as their per- 
^ fonal attra£lions had not been fufficient 
to procure them proper matches, they 
lived, together in their virgin-ftate, in 
their manfion-houfe in the country, 
and in a ftyle fuitable to their fortune 
and rank in life. Having had a reli* 
gious education,, they had learned to 
Tcgulatc their paffions, and to com-. 

mand 
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mand their temper, and were endeared^ 
to each other by reciprocal aflFeftion. 
As they were temperate, they were, in 
general healthy. But if either of thenv 
were occafionally indifpofed, it only 
increafed the tendernefs and attentioti 
of her fillers. They viiitcd their gen- 
tiler neighbours in their turn ; but 
their higheft enjoyment and chief 
amufenjent was, the walking to the 
neighbouring cottages^ inquiring into 
and relieving the wants of the Jndigenfe 
and affifting the diftrefFcd. -In fhort, as 
they were virtuous they were happy^ 
and inftead of a liftlefs laffitude or , 
wearinefs of life ; or complaining- of its 
dulnefs and infipidity ; their only fear 
was, left their party Ihould be broken 
tip by the death or marriage of either 
of its members. 

But, alas! what idea can the moft 
romantic dcTcriptibn of human felicity 
give us of the future fcenes of blifs-— 

that 



I 
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tJiat *' fulnefs of joy and thofe rivers, 
of pleafure," where we Ihall fully 
4gfuench our thirft after happinefs in the 
realms above. The Eiyfium, indeed, 
of the heatheti poets, and even the pa- 
xadife of our facred writers, are no mpre 
than pi^lures of inanimaU mtnrt. Bui: 
th€ beauty and fplendor even of the 
deleftialmanfions would contribute but 
little to our happinefs, without that 
fecial intercourfe, that friendly union, 
and thofe reciprocal endearments* of 
its bleffed inhabitants. The niaft mag- 
nificent palace can afiPord the lover no 
more pleafure than the meaneft cot- 
tage, when abfent ff-om the object of 
his ardent affection* 

In Ihort, whatever or wherever the 
feat of our happinefs inay be, as we 
fhall rife the fame identical perfons, 
and retain the fame faculties, though 
infinitely improved ; we fliall probably 
enjoy many of the fame pleafures, 

. though 
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though exalted and refined beyond 
ourprefent conception. They will be 
the fame in kind, though not in de- 
gree.* And as an uniyerfal harmony, 
fimilarity of fentiment, and the moft 
unrefervcd confidence, analogous to 
our earthly friendfliips, will prevail 
amongft all the inhabitants of hea* 
vcn ; fo, doiibtlefs, a more tender at 
tachment, and more exquifite fym- 
pathy, fimilar to thq paflipn of love^ 
(though void of the lead , tincture of 
fenfuality) will M^r^ fubfift between, 
the two fexes. 

Hence, then, I have endeavoured tc^ 
extract matter, of ^' confolation to thofe 
«« neglcBcd virgins^'', who, by a pious 
xefignatipn, and by cultivating univer^ 
fal benevolence and forming virtuous 
habits, fliall qualify themfelves for the 
fociety of the faints in heaven. 

* Sec an Essay on the Htappinesa of tlie Life to 
cpme 5 an elegant translation from the French. 

IlhaU 



OF NEGLECTED^ VIRGINS. ^^ 

I fliall conclude this Effay with again 
recommending to the fair objects of it, 
*• the ornament of a meek and quiet 
fpirit," a good temper, and a contented 
and chearfyl, yet by no means too gay 
or flippant a behaviour. Let tKem not 
obtrude themfelves too much on the 
public ej^e; but, by a referved and 
modeft air, endeavour to evade parti- 
cular notice as much as may be. When 
an unhappy creature feems confcious 
of any perfonal defeft, Ihe naturally 
excites compaffion ; and Pity, we know, 
is the Jijter, or rather, the parent, of 
Z,ove. 

Indeed, though a perfon of this de- 
fcription may be overlooked in a po- 
lite circle ; or even affronted, perhaps^ 
by fome infolentt beauty, who, like a 
blazing comet, draws after her a train 
of gazing fops ; yet this meek fuffe^rer 
fliall be ** a miniftering angel,*' per- 
haps, '' and Ihine as a ftarin the firma- 
ment,'* 
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ment/Vwhen that haughty fair one, 
whofe charms may not improbably 
prove deftruflive of her innocence, 
may be configned to the fociety of 
fallen angels^ to do pennance for hqc 
pride and ihfolence, in the regions of 
darknefs and d^fpair. 

' Though Virtue may be oppr^fled, 
and teem for a while to be neglected ; 
it will finally triumph, and infallibly 
meet with an adequate reward. 



GK 
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ON 

PROFANENESS. 

'^ For want of decency is want of sense," 

Pope* 

Prof AN EN ESS, in its general fenfe, is 
the treatmg with levity and irreverence 
things facred ; or which are ^fteemed 
ftfch by all wife and good men. From 
vanity or prefumption, perhaps, we 
may d^em them weak and fuperfti- 
tious ; in attributing an id^ea of fanctity 
to trifles which do not deferve it. But 
Modefty dictates a diftruft of our own 
opinions, anid decency requires us to 
facrifice our own fenfe of things to the 
united fenfe, or even to the prejudices 
of a major part of the community • 

As fuch a variety of religious perfua- 
fions prevail in this country, we ought 
Hiuttially to refpect each others fcru- 

ple«; 
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pies ; and not treat with contempt their 
religious ceremonies, or violate their 
places of worfhip ; as indeed none but 
the mere vulgar rabble in this age 
would do ; and they are reftrained by 
the laws of the land from this fpecies 
of profanenefs. 

Yet, fhould an inoflFenfive Quaker, 
whofe confcience will not permit him 
to wear a fuperfluous button on his 
coat, much lefs to bow the knee to 
Baal, come into a church, on any oc- 
cafion, with his broad beaver on his 
head, we fhould pity and pardon the 
delicacy^ of his fcruples. But when a 
fectary of any other denomination,, 
who has not the fame plea, comes into 
a veftry, as I have often feen, with his 
hat on, when the reft of the company 
are uncovered, he ought to be treated 
as any man would be who fhould come 
into a full-drefTed affembly of polite 
people in a flovenly difhabille, or in 
dirty boots ; he would certainly be af- 
fronted. 
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fronted, if not turned out of the room* 
And a churchman wh6 fhould go into 
onei of their cohveiitiiles in the fame 
infoleiit manner^ ought' to meet with a 
iimilar treatmeilt^ c 

Yet^ in thefe and the like ihftancesi 
the ill.bi:eedirig, rather than the pro-* 
fanejiefs'of the parties, is generally to 
be centred. 

When an eccentric nobleman ^ fome 
years fince> walked up the choir of the 
Abbey-churich at Ba4:h> during divine 
fervice, with his hat .on his head, and 
being rebuked by the fexton, walked 
down again^ not in the leaft difcon^ 
ceited. I do not imagine that " God 
was in all bis thoughts ;" but it pro- 
ceeded -entirely from an ariftocratic 
contempt of the pioiis plebeians there 
aflembled; 

When a bear, from the defarts of 

Siberia, came into a farm-yard, and 

faw the poultry drinking at a ppxid^ 

and turning up their faces towards 

ji heaven 
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hefrveti at JBvery fip, he inighl be fur*- 
ptieed at fo bdcj^xuflom; butrwhetl 
he was informed, that it was a religious 
cerfemony, *« vrhifch f rpm time imme-f 
morial, had been held facrcd audi iai* 
^ifpenfableby thi^m ; none birtla Jjekr/' 
as thecDck fpiritedly iqld him^ ^' would 
treat it. with ridicule and cotiteihpt^ in 
the pre fence of thofe whb pSiactifcd 
It. :^ . • ■ • :>■::•,:.:■ . ' \. . . 

Young pedpfci^ fotnetinues^ : froi» 
thoughtlefs levity, Others frorti^ui lUi- 
beral buffoonery, treat with indecent 
freedom what fierious perfons think de- 
ferving of jeverfince ajad refpect. Such 
i ludicrous prbpenfity, if not awfed bj^ 
authority, ffikould -be chaftifed witft 
feverity. ; 

A principal pcrformet at a giraiad 
concert, given by a late noble. Earl at 
his ttiagnificent caftle, coming in after 
his time, -put, up his hat before hiii 
face^ in imitation of our decent cuftcm 

'* Dodsley's tables. 

on 



on t^^Aing iri«6 the '<3itircli. The ^a^ 
dies, tv^re iii raptutiis at his wit' atid 
humotir; feut his^ LorttfHp, whoft'ktii 
ceftors had iftatfe Fratnce ' trc'irtbie; 
ihould hetve given Aich a pftippjr fonne 
ixlolrtifyin^ mark of hi$ difjf>leaftire; 
and hot have fuffer^d'Tuch^n iride- 
cencjr (at leaft, if not profanenefs^) to 
have praffed unnoticed, before h<ilf the 
nobility and gentry of the cduntry.' ■ 

Tb what a degree of depravity and 
profanetTcfs muft fotite of the late^re- 
publican tulers of Franre' have arrJvcdi 
who <!:ould encotirage'^aWhok ria^tbit 
to pay diviiie honbbri to two ffirmni , 
pets, in iftie chara*cteti of Libertj^^itA 
Jteafon, iii the veti'^fabife cfsitirtdtil iii 
i^otre Daime at Patis*; whith for fo "^^ 
many centuries^h^d' bden htM, facrtd; 
9ttidc dedicated to the' feivit€ of the'^fu- 
premc^ Being! * ^ . : 1 

* I have faid nothing otpfofant F^esrf i - 
ing in dotmnott ctAiVcrfatlon, because it 
ijs noifif bimilhed from all good artni. 
D 2 pany, 
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panyj and evep civiUzed fociety^ 
amongft porters and draymen in pot* 
houfes and brothels. And although 
' I have not been much cpnverf^nt in 
maritime affairs, I believe our navaV 
officers have novr learned to manage 
their boifterous fubjects by firm and 
peremptory orders, without the ufe of 
thofe tremendous oaths which were 
formerly deemed indifpenfable inftru- 
ments for maintaining their..authority, 
I couldj almoft, forgive an honelt 
tar^ indeed, his familiar ufe of this pro- 
fane language, becaufe it is generally 
the overflowing of his benevolence. 
If he " d'tnni your eyes/* it is becaufe 
he is glad to y^^ you ; and though h^ 
*' d-mns your bloody" he would fpill 
his own blood to fave your life., ^ 

Thefe high-founding words, indeed^ 
feem, in general, to be no more than 
unmeaning expletives; and though ex-» 
tremely foolilh, can hardly be deemed 
wickedt Yet, when an half^-bred gen^ 

tlemdn, 
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tkman, through mere wantonnefs, pro- 
fanes that name, which every one is 
fuppofed to reveretice, in polite, much 
moreinferious and religious company; 
he (hould be treated as a military of- 
ficer would, or fliould, treat an ill-bred 
fellow, who vented treafonable or dif- 
refpectful expreflions againft the fo-* 
vqreign whom he ferves. 

But there is another fpecies of pro-i- 
fanenefs, which, indeed, fuggefted the 
idpa of this Effay, and which is too 
common ^mongft decent people, J 
mean the introducing on frivolqus oc-^ 
cafiops, as embellifhments to their dif-, 
courfe or writings, the expreflions or 
allufions to the facred writings. 

Yet, where only the peculiarity, or 
perhaps, beauty of the phrafe is aU 
luded to, and no difrefpect intended,, 
or any fentimjent ridiculed, though 
riEiere may liot be much wit, there may 
3*pt ^ any profaiienefs in the prac- 
tice^ \: 



:Nl 
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Mr* Pqpe, who had had a religious 
education, and, thpugh a Catholic, was 
well-verfed in the Scriptures, has fre- 
quent allufions of this kind. Thus, 
in his Defence of Poetry, amongft 
other ufes to if^hich it has been ap- 
plied, he men^ibqs J^/alwrfingin^, and 
its inflqence on the multitude. 

*' — T^e blessing tBrills through all the labouring 
throng, . . \ 

*^ Apd * heaven is wjonhy vioience ofsong"^ 

And \yhen he fay6^ , in allufion to the 
Beatitude, of thofe wretched Garreteers, 
who undergo tiie diftrefs of martyrs 
and confeflbrs, for a precarious fubfift- 
tence, or for fame. 

'' Who huBger and whp thirst for scribbling sake.** 

Though he makes free with the Scrip- 
ture expreffion, it is only to (how the 
folly of thofe votaries of dulnefs, who 

• Alluding to Matt. xii. U. *' the violent tak« 
it by force." 

fuffer 
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fuffer more for fame and famine, than 
a good c)iriftiah does lor the happinefs 
of heaven. Even in the follomng in* 
fiance : 

f' What tho* thy works an l>undred hawkers load^ 
*' On wings of wind come flying all abroad." 



Though he aliudf^s tOcii fablipie' idea' 
of the Divinity, it is merely Stern- 
hold'k expi^eflioti which he parodies; 

Of thi$ plea then, and of > this great 
example^ I would willingly avail ifi^^ 
Jilfinhztif I have at any time, without 
due attention, made ufe of any exprefi 
fions which may give oflFence to dny 
ferious or fenfible men; or in the pre- 
ceding Effay, *' on the future condition 
of the fexes,"^ I have treated the fub^ 
je6l in any part with unbecoming le-r 
vity ; I here declare, with regard to the 
firft cafe, that no one can have a more 
profound veneration for the facred 
Scriptures than I have. And though 
Mr. Paine fays, <» h^ could have writ^ 

ten 
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ON 

t»EUCACY OF MANNERS. 

Delicacy cQnCfts in a nice fenfe of 
propriety and decorum in our words 
and a£iions, / and a 1in& attention not 
to wound the feelings of our affociates 
by any expreffion, or to betray a want 
of refpeft by our behaviour, towards 
thofe with whom we converfe. Deli^ 
cacy, though not a moral virtue, is at 
leafjt a focial duty, and of great impor^ 
tance to render our intercourfe with 
each other a real enjoyment. 

Delicacy does not require us to flat-i 
ter, or even to palliate the vices of our 
acquaintances, but carefully to avoicj 
giving them pain, by allufions to any 
misfortunes or paft mifconduft, or to 
^ny foible or fingularity, which may 
liappen to mark their perfon or their 
fharafter. 

But 
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But delicacy alfo more particularly 
obliges us to. be cautious not to excite 
any immodeft or unchafte ideas, or to 
fuggeft by our aftions or expreffions 
any thii^g difgufting or ofFenfive to the 
imagination. 

The ancient Perfian, every one 
knows, thought it indecent to fpit or 
blow their nofe in company, or to dif- 
cover any other fymptom of fuperflu- 
ous humours, (the effeft of immoderate 
indulgenpe) in the habit of their bodies. 

And the MahometanSi as an in (lance 
of delicacy in another refpecl, ufually 
fit with their arms crofs'd on their 
breads, to prevent their touching any 
part of their body which decency re- 
quires to be concealed. 

How often however do we offend^ 
from though tleffnefs or fome lefs ex- 
cufeable motive, in all thefe refpeds ! 
we daily behold people wantonly fport- 
ing with the feelings of others, and not 
only alluding to, but ridiculing, per- 
haps. 
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haps, the unavoidable or natural de- 
fefts or peculiarities of their company ! 
'* They fcatter firebrands and arrows'* 
at random, if their dull and frigid con- 
ceits may deferve that name^ and often 
wound unintentially, perhaps, the 
hearts of harmlefs individuals. 

But, in mixt company, -we cannot be 
too much on our guard in thefe in- 
ftances ; as by negligence and want of 
thought we may happen to diftrefs our- 
felves as much as the perfon who fuf- 
fers by our random fefleftions. 

I remember a very good-natured 
man, who, at a public ordinary, was 
ccjifuring a reverend divine for his un^ 
governable paffions ; and giving a par-? 
ticular inftance of an outrage he haci 
been guilty of in a paroxy fm of wrath, 
?* Why, it is very probable," fays a 
gentleman who fat near him, *' for my 
father was a choleric man" — ** What ! 

|6 Dr. ' your brother, Sir? (I fin* 

purely beg your parddp)-rrbut though 

the 
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the Dr. is^ as you exprefs it, a little 
choleric^ he is a very worthy nian^ and 
we will drink his health." This was 
rather a laughable* affair; 

But I never heard a more cruel in*. 
itance of indelicacy than that in a lady 
.of rigid virtue, who, in a large com- 
pany, having heard the name of a 
lovely , young creature, who fat near 
her, exclaimed in a loud whifper, within 
her hearing, *' I hope this is not the 
yoUng woman who had a baftard not 
long fince*" — The poor girl, of courfe, 
Jeft the company into which (he had 
been admitted, from the peculiarity of 
her fituation; having been feduced 
when fhe was hardly fourteen. The 
lady of the houfe aflced the accufier 
how Ihe could be fo inhuman as to 
fhoek the poor young lady ? ** A fancy 
pufs," ftys (he, '« I was determined to- 
give her an hint of it" And indeed it 
was rather an indelicate hint, and at 
leaft unn,eceffary, unjefs Ihe had been 

called 
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called Upon to give her evidence in k 
court of juftice. 

As to^ exciting imtnodeft or difguft- 
ing ideas, we ftill pride ourfelvcs upion 
a fmart double entendre, or wanton al- 
lufion ; we fpit upon the carpet, or 
throw our legs on the table, and in- 
dulge ourfelves ill other contemptuous 
attitudes, to the offence of well-bred 
people. 

IBut it is more efpecially incumbent 
on that lovely fex, who from the finer 
texture of their nen'^es, have almoft an 
inftinftive perceptioti of what is inde*- 
Jicate; and, by their charms, have fo 
great an influence in refining our man- 
ners, to avoid every fpecies of inde- 
corum* And, indeed,. they feem greatly 
improved, within a few years, in this 
refpefl:. 

The afFeftation of Tpitting in their 
pocket handkerchief in company; ^r, 
at table, rummaging the remote cavities 
of their mouth and gums with their 

napkin 
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napkirii and then boldly fquirting Out 
the water into the gUfs ;, auid fomc 
other indelicate cuftoms are now laid 
afidc: and perhaps it is rather inde^ 
licate to mention thefe particulars* 

Nay, they appear to me. to be run- 
ning into the contrary extreme, of too 
xnuch refinement in fome refpefts. 
.^d in an age not diHinguiihed For the 
aufterity of the female charaSer, or their 
conjoigal fidelity ; notwithftanding the 
freedom of their aSions, they fcem ra- 
tlier too fqueamifli in their expreffions. 
A lady who, in a figurative fenfcj is 
known to wear the breeches, would not 
for the world pronounce the wotd. 
Not confidering that every word they 
fubftitute in its place will^ by convey- 
ing the fame idea, foon become equally 
obnoxious. We feem to be imitating 
the French verbofity ; but, by our cir- 
cumlocutions and foftening expreflions^ 
we are in danger of corrupting and di- 
minilhing the force of our language. 

Monfieur 
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MonCeur and Madame have not the 
mofi perfedt. regard for each other, fay^ 
a Frenchman ; whereas a blunt Englifh- 
itian would fay, The man and his wife 
hate one another confoundedly^ 

In fbort, though 

'^Immodest words admit of no pretence i** 

yet, as Swift obferves, that ** nictipto^ 
^le haye nafty ideas;" fo thofe wha 
aire too faftidioufly delicstte may be 
fufpefted to have indelicate ideas; and 
by too fcrupulouily hefitating to call 
things fay their appropriate names, may 
excite immbdeft thoughts in thofe they 
tonverfe with, and produce the very 
cffefl: they wbuld wifh to avoid. 
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By the Moral fenft^ every one knows 
niodern philofophers unde^fUnd an 
inftinftive perception of the beauty or 
the deformity of virtuous or of vicious 
a£tions» attended with approbation or 
difguft, previoufly to any reflexion ou 
their confequenpes either to ourfelves 
or to others. To this moral fei;ife, 
though differently expreffed, the an- 
cient moralifts, particularly the philo- 
fophical Cicero, frequently allude, as 
do many of our writers of the laft cen- 
tury ; particularly the learned, thougl^ 
fceptical. Lord Herbert, who fpeaks in 
fuch high terms of certain innate prin- 
ciples, or maxims of moral conduft, as 
to fuperfede the necellity of a Revela- 
tion. 

fi Mr; 
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Mr. Lock» therefore, having denied 
the exiftence of any innate ideas^ and 
feeing the perniciotii tendency of Lord 
Herbert's opiiuoa on this fubjeft, of 
courfe rejefted all innate principles or 
maxims either fpeculative or praSical, 
forwhich he is, tather indecently^ ridi* 
duled by his nobfe pupil, Lord Shafts* 
biiry ; who ftrongly infifts upon this 
mordt injtinft, at leaft; by which we in- 
ftantaineoufly approve or difapprove of 
certain aftrons, affedions and charac- 
ters ; in which he has teen, followed by 
the Glafgow profeffor Huchefon and 
others, whofe fentitnents on this fubjeflt 
have been generally adopted. 

BifliQp Warburton indeed makes this 
inftinftive Moral fenfe^in conjunflion 
with the fitnefe of things, and their con* 
formity to truth and the will of God, 
one of the three columns effeiitial to 
the fupport of virtue and moral obli- 
gation.* . ^ 

^ * Burlamaghi does the lame. B, ii. c. 3; / 

I wag 



1 \\ras not a little firfprized and'Chau 
^tilled, therefore,' to havfe '^thy ^ittfct- 
pks ibttke^n, and alrh^ft'ov^iturrred/l^ 
the authork.;^ of-Co judidoUS a^d^ I-tf- 
tilincMi^i a writec'^a^ 'Dr.' Paley,* whd^ 
though he feirly-difcufles' €h^-pbinfj 
and fefefhi- 16 give thfe ftrieh^tk-of thfe 
^fgttrtiettt^ on each fid^^ yet he 6^1^ 
dei\\\y itttlWes to thci dpfpofitie b{rtn¥6ft, 
t^hich he illtrftrates* By-tKe ver)r fatht 
inft'ah^di made life xdP< by Mr. Lci^fei 
though they bad feeeti fiilPy rtfiift^/'^$ 
wais fuppofed,hy Hiidfeefbri and'blfhe^sl 

"As Df. Paley^, iii^ fikiin^'^iht'fd^ta 
of thie difpute, - tales' ' it for frajiittfd 
thaf i^it' Moral pnft ai\d m«fl^c liftft^tf 
^it 6nly difFeidnt Cix^effions *f6r thi 
fame thittg; thii^^ aS if appeat^ £6 
me, has mifled hftb; ik% \ti fome ihei^ 
fiire, I believe, it did M(r. Locke i 
Since they neithei* o^ them diftinguilh 
innate maxima of moral conduft ;-^ 
fach as Lord Herbert had fpediied, 

f j?rinciples of Moral Philosophy, vol. f. p. 9- 
* 2 from 
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from^onrnatural feelings or inftinSive 
fejjfations; which furely are as differ- 
^ntiasr founds or colours from Our fenfe 
of hearing or feeing; The former be- 
ing .Truths, to 'whi^b, though not in- 
»atje, we cannot refufe our affent, when 
we xL;iderftan4 the terms and exercifc 
our, reafoning faculties abput them. 
The latter is a mental faculty, which 
aTiticipates ^cafon ; ^nA feels inftaptane- 
ous pleafure ;or . diftguft, f rooi) certain 
aftions or charadlers, which prefent 
themfelves to our notice* 

Thus, though we have no innate 
idea, nor any fuch moral maxim or 
propqfition, implanted in our n^nds^ 
tha^t ** a generous action ought to be 
jipp^oved ;" yet no one can fee pr hear 
of a. good ip^n'^, relieving a family jin 
diftrefs-, or faving^^ fr?end from deft ruc- 
tion, without a f(fnljble pleafure and 
the higheft approl^ation. : i.:.. 

To difprove thjB uniycrfality pf this, 
principle of the mor^l fenfe. Dr. Paley 

produces 
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produces the inftances quoted by Mr; 
Locke, of feverai immoral opinions and 
prafiices. recorded by hiltorians and 
travellersi which have prevailed and 
been publicly countenanced in diflFerent 
coutitries and ages of the world. yY^t 
none.of thefe, I think, prove, thatth^ 
generality of mankind have not the 
moral fenfe, any more than the many 
irrational practices which abound in thd 
wojldj^rove, that mankiiid in general 
are ablplutely void of reafon. Itfeems^ 
indeed^ as if thefe i^riters were biaffed 
in favour of their own hypothecs, to 
lay aify ftrefs on the opinions orprac-i' 
ticfes of a few favages, or pf men, but 
one remove from the brute creation, and 
whofe real opinions it may be difficult: 
to difcover. . > 

Education and cuftom may obliterate 
the impreffions of nature, and habit 
vfurp her place. Sclf-intereft or am- 
bition frequently induce men to violate 
the diftates of humanity^ and to ftifle 
E 3 the 
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the tendercft feeHngs of nature. Yet 
wc never read of the expofing of chil^ 
dren, for mftarice,' but in oppolition tV 
the reludance of Jttiemother^ and the 
compaffion of the in{lrunient& m fucli 
liintiatural fervibes. Nor: can we fup^ 
pdfe, that anyb^rbatiah ^uld everex* 
pofe to deathi an infirsa or ag^^d parent, 
without the Qitmoit com pun£lion and 
borror, even ^hen fuch ihoqking pro« 
deedings^ bad been fatnfidoned by cuf-<i 

As; for what Dr,' Palcy fays of chil- 
dren, that ^' they acquire theCi moral 
fientiineiit^ and expreflions of aflFfeOifC^n. 
and eConcern fiojir imitation." To this 
X caQ%only anfwrer, that I have feen ili*- 
nUmeriablei inftances, wh^re, at' a very 
early age, children have- expr-effed 
tijemfelvea ftrongly intereft<^d iH affts 
of genexofitj'5, benevolence, oir heroic 
Comage, in the talei of gianfs Or furies, 
whifch have been told or read; to them; 
which> in nay, opinion, unequivocally 

proves 
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proves them io -bairn tieea paSktEdd of 
tfais'ntopat infbmQ, liiiflepeiidaiitl}^ of 
any inktlaitrioh'jor inftxlifiidzi^' or iaHf 
ollherciiure tiiaa the gbnuinefcidiingsQf 
iiatiirb.o.r '..!' -ir I ,■ .^ :''■ •* ! ■ . . * 

In S^t, i. am. perfuafdeci that'Di^ 
Piarley tdu^ actoft.ithe»iiifeiT8iM?e Whieh 
a: Maocki)llkiOrfa^oll7ahte woAld Aia4r ' 
from his opinion on this ,furbje£lv* that 
Virtue and Vice are dependent on edu- 
cation, cuftom or fafhion.* Nor~would 
the author of the " Horse Paulinae" 
and the *' Evidences of Chriftianity/* 
countenance Hume's fcepticifm, or 
any opinion hoftile to' revelation. 

I do not fee, therefore, what the 
quotation from Hume's Principles of 
Morals is intended to prove : Nor why 
Dr. Paley, in his dedication to Bifhop 
Law, fhould *'wifh to difcard every 
article from Chriftianity that contra- 
di£ls our experience/' which is the very 
argument that Hume oppofes to the . 
iMelief of TOiracleSf 
♦ Hoc Ithacus velit ct magno mcrccntur achivL Vir. 
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An unlkilfur advocate may injure a 
good caufe. But I wiQi this fubjeO; 
of a moral fen/e were difcuffed by a 
xnore able hand» or revifed by Df. 
Faley himfelf ; as^ I make no doubt, 
he would gladly retraft any hypothefis 
which tended to undermine, or in the 
leaft degree to weaken the fupports of 
moral virtue. 
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THEATRICOMANIA: 

AN ESSAY 
ON THE RAGE 

FOK 

PRIVATE THEATRICAL EXHIBITIONS,; 

." Time was, a sober Englishman would knock 
His servants up, and rise hy ^\g o'clock : 
Instruct his family in Virtue s rule; 
And send his wife to church his son to scbooL 

Now times are chang'd — 
Sons, sires, and grandsires, all will wear the bays. 
Our wives read Milton and our daughters Plays:** 

Pope's EpiSTLEf* 

V 

Thus- it was in Pope's time j and thus 
far was not much amifs ; Though their 
daughters read plays, w^e do not find 
that they attempted to m^ them. But 
in our times, not only our daughters, 
but our wives, our mothers and our 
grandmotheis, I do not fay read, but 

a£t 
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eS plays. And we may fay, in a lite- 
ral fenfe, what Shakfpeare's melancholy 
Jaques fays in a figurative one : . 

<*, All the world's a stage/ 
And all the men and women merely players.** 

There is hardly a family in high or 
low life, that has not its theatre of fomc 
kind or other, aad its occafional per- 
formers. Not only Brandeb^irgh-houfe, 
Imt many a nolile boufc dH kfs nbid- 
riety is frequen^tly opened for thefe 
dramatic exhifbitioiis^ Tfeithcr yoxi fee 
affembled animals of evei^y defcriptionn 
lite thofe in Noah*s ar'k, cl^an and uij^ 
^clean ; pure and impure ; grav^ and 
gay; gamblers and grumblers ; who, 
diflatisfie^ with themfolves an*4^vieiy 
thii^ around them, take refuge ber^ 
driven from home through dread of 
folitude, and that green-eyed- nionft^r 
^nuie. , . 

If their magnificent feats in the 
jccuntry be th^ fceae (&f aftion, which 

feme 
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fotne fetv of bur nobility and gentrj' ftill 
prefer to a dirty lodging at Brighton of 
Margate:: m^dLX leaft, when jdriven from 
Uie metropolis by the duft in fummer,^ 
anjd from the fea-ports by the eqiiinoc-i 
rial rains in Autumn ; they contrive to 
(upport themfelyes for a month or two 
by giving their rural retreat fome re- 
iemblance of a. public place j and col- 
lefting a croud of half-civilized favages 
from the furrounding neighbourhood, 
to fee theraree-fliow and applaud their 
performances* 

Hence the humoup has fpread itfelf 
amongft their tenants foms and daugh-- 
ters; who, ia imitation of their right 
honourable or right worttiipful neigh* 
bours, fpout heroics in their barns, 
Vf'iih as much vehemepce, though not 
always with fo mucfei corretliiefjs ^ of 

* A* friend of mine was present at ope ^f these 
. 'f hespian' exhibitions, when a young swain thm 
addressed a recruiting serjeant, *' Sur, I undur- 
(land you have lately made a canapag-ne." &c^ 

elocution. 
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elocution, as their landlords have done 
•' in hall or bower,** 

'As for tbepraaice fo much in vc^uc 
pf late in our public fchools of per* 
forming £n^/j/^ plaiys, I know not what 
to fay. It is cbujitenanced by perfons 
©f fo much, fenfe and refpeftability^ 
and on fuch plaulible arguments, that 
I flbould think it the height of pre-i 
fumption ^bfolutely to condemn it. 

*• As moft boys, who have a claffical- 
education, fay they, are intended to 
ffcak either at the bar or in the pulpit, 
^r perhaps in the fenatc-houfe, they 
cannot be too foon habituated to fpeak: 
in public. It gives them a pi:oper conw 
fidence and an unembarafled elocution.. 
A man will never excel as an orator, 
(fomebody hasobferved) who does not 
confider his audience a3 fo many cab-n 
bage ftems." 

This is very true: But let them^ 
therefore, be accuftomed to repeat with 
a proper emphafis and in a graceful 

manner^ 
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.manner^ {bine parts^ of the orations of 
'Cicero, or fpeeches in Saluft, or ev^n 
:the debates of our Britifh Senators: or, 
, if you pleafe, forne paflages from o^^ 
bell tragedies,, or from the Latin or 
'Ei^glifli poets, with appropriate gef. 
tures and fome degree of atlion. But 
JL do not (e^ amy good end it can an* 
iWer^ to nxake a boy a mimic or a buf- 
xfoon« Every man flaould be a good 
ipeaber, jbut why muft every man be a 
^oqd aQorj?^ 

Yet Rafciifs^ you will fay, was Ci- 
4:eroV mailejT in ^S/o7z/ as well as ia 
■fpeaking. * ASion^ no doubt, was of 
jgr^at fervice to a pleader in popular 
affemblies, fuch as thofe of Rome and 
Athens.. Y^t the natural modefty and 
good fenfe of an Englifti audience caa 
never be pkafed with any violent gefti*- 
Gulatipn. And the mob, who arc fo 
jnuch captivated by the harangues of 
the Tabernacle, are affefted more by 
the appearance of the preacher's being 

iti 
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in earneft, Ihah By his thumpti^ tfte 
trufhion and his vociferation. And if 
the London clergy of- the feftablifhinent 
would add a little nnore v^ehemence to 
their compof »' aitd decent attitudes, I 
am convinced they would have more 
hearers and more adnlircrs; 

But there is one objeftion to thefe. 
dramatic rieprefetitations in grammar 
fchools,which perhaps n*iaybe peculiarly 
To to me, that fome of the bbys muft lit^ 
ceffarily be metamorphofed, fbi- tlfe tim€?» 
into theothW fex.' And though I have 
been rather pleafed with the partiaHty 
^f a fond mother, delighted to fee what 
an handfpme girl her booby fon would 
make, it is to me a difgufting fighh 

Not to mention, that the applaufe 
which they are fure to receive from, 
perhaps^ an interefted audience, muft 
naturaHy excite their youthful vanity, 
and make thetn coxcombs. And I 
have known more than one inftaiicc 
where^ when a boy had performed his 

part 
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p^tt to admiration^ he has flattercdf 
Mtnfclf that his education w&s finiflied, 
and has becom^ idle and diffipated ever 
atfter^ 

An.equajly ferious cbnfequence of 
thefe performances in gr^at fehools, 06 
which wc(ee many ihftances, is the en- 
cotiraging young lads, intended for 
more creditable etnployments, in com- 
mencing ftroUers, and making it tfaexf 
profeffion, to the difappoiatment oF 
their parents, and the peirerfion and^ 
niifapplication of talents, which might 
have been employed for more jifeful 
purpofes. 

But fo fond are we of every thing 
theatrical, that our young ladies oF 
rank, inftead of the graceful movements 
of the minuet or the Louvre*, in which 

* There is something in the music of that 
dance, as well as the graceful attitudes, which al- 
ways gave me a grand idea of the court of Lewe* 
the XI V. which, by all accountss was far less 3i* 
centious.thaa the nocturnal reyck of the French. 
Republic. 

their 
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their grandmothers appeared to fo. 
much advantage, are now taught to 
emulate the dancers of the ftage^ ai^d,- 
what IS worfe, it is to be feared, their 
inJiruBoreJfes in thefe dances will in- 
troduce, not only the facinating a^ti-^ 
tudes and loofe drapery, but the ro* 
luptuous morals of the French nation. 
As for the general effeft which thofe 
private theatrical exhibitions may have 
in forming the charafter and influenc- , 
ing the condu6l of the rifing.generation, 
I (hall only obferye, that whatever 
moral precepts, our modern dramatic 
writers may inculcate ; yet, as the green* 
rooms of our public theatres, were 
never reckoned fchool^ of rigid virtue; 
fo, I am afraid, the private apartments 
in noblemen's and gentlemen's houfes„ 
where the young people retire to change 
their drefles and the like, have been 
produflive of more than one intrigue, 
and elopements, and improper mar* 
tiages, to the diftrefs of families, and 

often. 
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TW^vpsreyailihg/r^gifi^^for; ^efttti^ 
reprQC«»t^t|on$ ft^m^ tp Hvfi .t^epi^k^ 
rife from the fame fourcej^p f^^siij^ 
general ; from a natural defire of imi- 
tating wMt we adi^iire in thoft t^Kb 
Chine or sgre fujipt^fed' to excel in any 
art, accomplifhment^ or natural endow- 
msmb. ; Thus, .«i:>yP!«ig 1«4]^ smdrgeritle- 
inaur . ate ftrick^nts x^titfe - trfe^r ; whiahtic 
chard£l£f s and elegftviliimpf $&itfftliohicf 
Romeoiand jhiilifif:; i0^/ft^Sif3^ itki 
forinfir-with tbe £i«f ;i?ftni*Qttj( jsdidfihf 
latneriwith the^aliamjli gtoy Lotrhwrihi 
and they hmaedilitelji^ Hi^tid^ii'^hfitefi^ives 
ihat t&ey fliall pelpfeftivcly &ine^ and 
i)e aduhircd in t'hc* iam^jchaTaStsts: - .; 
. Thtv £atidne£srifor inii^tating whak: wt 
admke in othors^, ]ln)diied> extends litfelf 
4Jivough [almoft erexy^ dibpartmeigLt >€f 

A fpirited yduiag <20^ag^ i$'plea](ied 

mth the triumphanX: iair and devated 

r fituatiozl 
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When thofe tumultuous' 'aflemblies, 
called AoiOT^ 'are daily muliipjyibjg ia 
Balh andall; th€ ptx)vui(aal towiis^ as 
well as in the metropolis, andwhidb 
evidently come within the aft againft 
Seditious Meetings ; it behoves the ma* 
giftrates to keep a watchful eye on their 
proceedings. For, as there appears no 
vijible motive, either of pleafure or of 
emolument, for five or fix hundred 
people crowding together, in hot rooms» 
at thefe nofturnal meetings, depend 
upon it, there is fome fecret coiifpiracy 
that fliuns the light, lurking undef this 
appearance of apathy and diffipation. 

A great part of the company indeed 

Jeem to be no otherways employed than 

in ftroiling up and down the rooms, 

and 
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And ftaring at each ptjier with unmean-. 
ijig vacant faces : yet.tjbere are certainly 
fome dark defigns and diabolical ma- 
chinations carrying on in thofe little 
juntQs in the corner of the room, and 
iehind the curtains in the bow-tvindows* 

There are, indeed, four (I fupppfe 
emigrant) Crowned Heads and, theii; 
Royal Conforts, who generally attend 
thefe affemblies ; and who .may be 
thought a fufiicient pledge for the loy^ 
alty oi the company. But there are 
likewife fome fly, defigning knaves, and 
ill-looked fellows in fhprt great coats^ * 
who, befides the fufpiciott of their 
Healing hearts, and pilfering diamonds^ 
under pretence of gallantry, have, pro- 
bably, fome political fchetne to put iu 
execution. They have no fife-arms, 
indeed, but they have fome fhort clubs 
and concealed weapons, which feem to 
indicate fome murderous intention. 

In fliort, the Magiftrates (hould not 

only attend thefe dangerous affemblies, 

G which 
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which (to do them juftice, they gene- 
rilly do); but thty Ihould alfo inveil' the 
Chairmen with conJidb'Ularian authority, 
thatthey may be at hand in cafe of any' 
treafonable or burglarious praftices ; to 
.prevent any feditious harangues againfl 
the government or the coilftitutioh ; or 
any violation of the fecuriiy of locks and' 
keys, or domeftic padlocks, and thc^ 
like felonious attrocities. 
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NARRATIVE ' 

OP 

AN ALARMING OCCURRENCE 

SAID TO HAVE TAKEN PLACB AT BATH, OCT. 3, 
1797' 

Many perfons now living can proba- 
bly remember the confternation and 
confufion occafioned in Bath, about 
fifty years fince, by a piece of humour 
of the honourable John Spencer, who 
having bribed the chairmen, to feize 
and tie up all the turnfpits on a Sun- 
day morning (for jacks were then hardly 
known or little ufed in Bath) : out 
came the fober citizens in their night 
gowns and flippers, while the bell was 
tolling for church; *' Neighbour/' fays 
one, *^ did you fee my turnfpit?*' 
^' No," replies the other, *« I was look- 
ing aftfer my own." The fame quef* 
tion^ and anfwer circulated through 
G z every 
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every ftreet in Bath ; and many an lio-* 
neft family wa5 difappointed of their 
Sunday's dinnier. 

Such was the alalrm and confulion 
yeft^rday inorning, on certain intelli- 
gence having arrived by the mail, of 
the tax on time-pieces, on clocks and 
watches. For every automaton or felf- 
moving machine of that kind in the 
tity, by a fort of fympathetic inflinft, 
immediately took fright, and either 
flood motionlefs with horror, or flew 
X)S in every poflible direftion, back* 
wards and forwards; too fall or too 
flow J and all in the wrong. 

'' Can you tell me what a clock it is/* 
fays one? *'My clock ftands ftill." 
** So does my watchj" fays the other; 
,** for I am not worth a clock/' "Why, 
my watch is alrnoH two^" fays a third; 
^* and my roafl: beef is jufl: gping upon 
.the table." '' Zounds!" fays thte firft 
jnan, ** my maid has not fpitted the 
•loin of veal ; and we ftiall not be ready 

for 



-for church." '' ]f or church ! yoa fool/' 
fays it by-ftander ; ** the firft;^ell hfs 
mt rung.; the ,abhey-f:JoGk h^^ ftc^cul 
ftHl ever fince |;he poft came in ; an.d 
the fexton is running up and down :^9- 
quiring what hour it ^s,; and fays^ the 
cufaje (though ^ mee^'a? Mpfes) [is.jn 
_ a,-:p§riloUs paOjian^ i^y?Pg ^:^UeA ji^ ph^c 
veilry^ this half ;hour/'> My,. l^nuiV', 
which I always fet, at .five Pfl^c^i^n 
the ^Tri^Tn'mg.to : ca|l y^^ up to my fl.u- 
dies.took ^he alariHj^^d ran down^^t 
twelve o'clock atr{Bb9on^ as if the de\dl 
had been, in him., ^ayi the kitchen 
jack, Vhjch calls the Jritchen clock. Jiii^ 
brother, as they bq^h fpring frouitl^e 
lines of the fame . bl*^ckfmitbj^ fivpre, 
"he would not flir an inch, while t^e 
clock flood ftill and did nothing/' 

In this confufion they all concurred 
to curfe the war, which, faid they, is 
the caufe of all our misfortunes. Let 
the French cut each others throats, if 
they like it^ and guillotine the whole 
G 3 illuftrious 



§6 AK ALARMING, &C. 

illullrious hoilfe x>f Bourbon; hut to 
have t)ur Sunday's dinner fpoiled in 
this manner, is ah Iibmc-felt calamity, 

'and 'may juftly be reckoned amdnigft 
the Aorron of "War. ' 
' While they Wer^ in this difttefs/a 

' tradefman, S^liote 'private aflFairs wete 
fo f^r deranged by' his attention to po- 
litics and the public welfare/ tbat-he 
could only appear tin a Sunday, heaf-P 
ing the fubje£l of 'thiit- complainty^^bid 
them, in a low voice, hot be linfe^fy 5 
for that the French would -Uhd in *a 
few months, and reftore iiBERtVi and 
free us from the burden of thefe arbi- 
trary taxes^ This produced a difpute 
With a friend to^ bur government, at|cl 
foon difperfed the aflembly. 
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^ .. TRIFLING CRITICISMS. - 

It. is a wellrJcnown faft^ th^t the.gr^t 

critijc, the leaj-ped Pr. Bentl^y^ fr(^- 

queijitly obferves, jrir Jiis editions j^f 

HoFfic^i^nd pf Milton^jthat if hisvau* 

^i^ors 4id pqt, th^y ojifght to have e^f- 

pi^^flTi^vthfsmfelves as. h^ porrefts tlje 

^c%U ^nd Bilh.pp \\(adrburton fom^- 

times intiiTiates. the C^ime in his edition 

of Sh^efp^an^ , :. ,^^. _. r 

. Al^^io^ghithefe gre^t men have jbeen 

' fufEciqntJy ridici^Jed for their prefi|mp- 

tion, I (f^amiot forbear hfizard^ng^ a ftiU 

more bold conjeQure; than either pf 

. th^rri) pn the very firft line of Milton's 

^ far^dife loft. '-<■■'. 

'' Of man's first (f/5dft/J/f»cf, and the fruit • 
'^ Of tji^ forbidden trecj whose mprtal tote. . 
*' Brought death into the world," &c. 

N{)w, inftead of thfe heavy word, dif^ 
ohediencf,. I cannot but think he had 
better have written, 

« Of 
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'^ Of man's fiisl greci transgression^ and tho 
fruit" &c. 

And for the following reafons. The 
ivord ^* difobedience" is a general ab-^ 
ftraft terni; aiid fe^ms to exprefs the 
Jidbit, rather than ^hy Jingle d£l of dif-, 
obedience. Thus of a fon or atervant, 
he ought not to be puniftied for the 

Jirjl or (ccond dijobedience, hut iht firft 
or fecond <2S of difobedience. 

I am aware that Horace, and the 
be ft critics, have eftablillied it as a 
rule, that the exordium of an epic 
poem Ihouid be plain and limple, 
merely to give the reader a general idea 
of the fubjeft. But this precept is only 
oppofed to that pompous ftyle, ii^ 
which fome writers begin their , works, 
aird which generally raifes expeSlation, 
that in the fequel they feldom gratify. 

. After criticifing ^^ilton; I m^y.Ven- 
ture, perhaps, to mention an equally 
trifling particular in the theatrical con- 

:; * du6l 
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dtffit of lihe brigbteft ornament of the 
Bnglifti'ftage, the late Mr. Garricki 
though, indeed, it is fo very a trifle, 
that I Ihould not have taken notice of 

' it if the authority of fo great an exam. 

-pie were not daily fpraading the infec^ 
tion.' 

Whaf I aljude to, is the laying the 
accent on the firft fyllable of the word, 
<* perfume.i" , becaufe . Shakefpear ia 
Othello does fo in one inftance, as he 
lays it wrong on half a dozen words in 
the fame play; but in *' the Taming 
the Shrew/' belays it on the Uft fyU 
lable: 

<' For she is sweeter than perfume itself.'* 

And he lays the ^ccent on the laft fyL 
lable of the verb in the preceding lines. 
Why then Ihould any modern poet 
be guilty of fuch afFeSation in oppofi* 
tion to the invariable praftice of Pope, 
Addifon, Swift, and every other writer * 
ip verfe or profe. And furely Dr. 

Johnfon's 
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They immediately correfl themfelves, 
however, and confent to part with her 
for the puth'c welfare.* 

Homer pai^ts^ at firfl hand, from 

nature : and certainly men of the moll 

- advanced age cannot but be charmed 

' with the light of a beauti&it woman ; 

but like tBe wife old -Trojans, they 

' lliould fuppreft their admiration, nor 

Tuffer it to kindle the tyrannic paffion 

'of love at fa unfeafonabk-a time of 

^ life, when more ferious concerns may 

be fuppofed ta engage their ^tention, 

"snd which will infallibly ^epnve them 

of that reverence which js du^ to grey 

heirs, and expofe them to the ridicule 

and contempt, at leaft, of their inferiors 

in age and ftation, if not attended witl^ 

snore ferious confequences. 

We fee frequent inftanccs, indeed, of 
men long pall the meridian of life, who, 
with a good perfon and amiable man* 
j^tT^y render themfelves agreeable to the 

* niad. b. 3, 

fair 
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fair fex ; and a man of fifty has ofteii 
gained the afFeftians of a young girl: of 
fifteen* But when turned of hu grand 
clima6leric> and in the very dec^fepitudc 
of old a.ge, no one^ but an idiot or a 
madman, would dream of engaging un- 
der the banners of cupid, or in any af- 
fair of gallantry. No woman of feafc 
or fpirit would lift en to, or even bear 
^w^ith a man of that defcription; and be 
would probably be defpicable and dif- 
gufting to the moll veaal prollitute^ 

The unfeafonable gaiety of fomc 
amorous old ladies is a commqn fubjcft 
of raillery with our comic writers. 
Yet, I am inclined to thinks that m«or€ 
iiumerous inftances might be produced 
in our fex of old libertines who have 
thrown up the reins to their paflfions, 
and indulged their licentious propen- 
fities till tney become habitual and be- 
yond the power of controul. 

But when, either a wanton dowager 
purchafes the fervices of fome half-pay 

officer* 
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may^ one would hope, excite him ttf 
fpeak with rapture on fuch fubjefts, 
without his being accufed of indulging 
the love of either to a culpable excefs* 
. As the author of this Effay has 
always been an enthufiaftic admirer, 
even of the beauties of inanimate na- 
ture, he hopes he will not be cenfured 
for paying a juft tribute of praife to 
the mod beautiful part of the animated 
creation. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
Though not ftridlly applicable^ I 
cannot forbear mentioning an admira* 
ble fcene in a late comedy called Jtz- 
difcretion, where, in confequence of an 
an advertifement, an old knight on 
crutches meets an old maid of fixty ; 
the former having defcribed himfelf as 
in the prime of life, and the latter as 
between 30 and 40. Their mutual 
difappointment and reciprocal re- 
proaches, fet their amorous inclina- 
tions in a truly ridiculous light* 

SYMPTOMS 
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SELF-IMPORTANCE. 

'^ I will froWn, as I pass by^and let tJaem takp 
it as they list/* Shakes. 

As I am an idle man, and Jive in thd 
yicinity of Bath ; I fpend many of 'my 
mornings in traverfirig tKe ftreets and 
public walks of that beautiful citjr. 
The magnificence of the many ele- 
gant buildings and the chearfulncfs of 
the fcene, footh the imagination and 
tranquillize the fpirits. ,Yet I find 
the calm compofure of my mind- frei 
quently interrupted, and my nerves 
unpleafantly irritated, by the haughty 
and faftidious looks of thofe I meet. 

Though I will not fubfcribe to the 
infallit^ility of Lavater's fy flem of^phy- 
fiognomy; yet the feelings of every, 
H ' one- 
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ftrait forwards, and though our elbows 
almoft touch, feems upconfcious that 
any one is near him, or aj; leaft i^orth 
his notice. 

A third is near-fighted, and though 
we have met, perhaps, on various oc-. 
cafions, has not the honour to recoUea 
my name. All thefe are different ftra- 
tagenifi of pride and felf-importance, 
whichi though not reducible to the 
precife rules of quarrelling, *' like the: 
lie direft/' and for which we can call a 
man to account j yet may, and ought 
to be refented, or rather treated with 
the contempt which they deferve. 

I remember a ftout fellow, with a 
jnoft terrific countenance, who, if he 
met a man ftrutting along in fublime 
contemplation of his own importance, 
and a fovereign contempt of all around 
him, he would, on a fudden, run up to 
him, turn his large white eyes upon 
him, and cry. Boh ! This, it may be 

fuppofed. 
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fiippofed, often involved him in ^ fcuf- 
fle, or rough rencounter; but generally 
raifed a laugh at the expence of thd 
haughty defpot. \ 

A proud look is an infult on the pub- 
lic. Pride was not made for man : nor 
for woman neither. Yet I have feen a 
fair fpinfter, rather paft her bloom, 
who has been coriverCng with a polite 
fmile in the midft of two or three gen- 
tlemen ; but on the appearance of a 
young nymph in the glofly luftre of 
fifteen, aflume an haughty air, and fur- 
vey the blufhing harmlefs virgin with 
fuch a murderous afpefl;, that I have 
been alarmed for the confequences* 

What then do I expeO: from thofe 
whom I meet in public, and who cer- 
tainly have a right to look, as well as to 
aH, as they pleafe, in defiance of my 
affumed cenforial authority. 

Why ; I expeft, that every man • 
Jhould look with an air of kindnefs and 
H 3 benignity • 
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benignity on all mankind ; or; at leaft, 
not to affume an hoftile or menacing 
afpeft towards thofe who have never 
injured or offended him. 

Let a man of rank or diftinftion af- 
fume the dignity becoming his ftation 
and chara6ler ; but let not thofe who 
have no rank, nor, perhaps, any cha^ 
rafl:er, to diflinguifli them from the vul- 
gar, affefl that fuperiority, which is an 
affront to evejy one they meet, and 
which will not ealily be allowed them 
in a country of true liberty, and where 
education and virtue make the only 
real diftindioh; and where men will 
not be impofed upon or kept in awe 
by a folemn appearance or arrogant 
pretentions. 

A friend of mine when he meets a 
man of this defeription, fnaps his fin- 
gers at him, and ejaculates a fcrap of 
Laiin after him, Non hujus it Jacio^ I do 
not care thii for you ! 

For 
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For my own part, as I love all man- 
kind, I rather pity, ths^n refent, the 
folly of this theatrical hero^; «' who 
ftruts his hour on the ftage, and then 
is feeu no more." 
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O! nis, quando ego te aspiciam ? Hoe* 

The eafc and tranquillity, commonly 
to be found in a country life, and the 
beauties of nature, there only to be 
found in their genuine fimplicity, 
' operate more forcibly on the imagina- 
tion, and excite ftronger wifhes in the 
breaft ; when, by our fituation in life, 
or other circumftances, we are deprived 
of them, than when we are in the ac«* 
tual enjoyment of them. 

Thifi is fo true, that I have often 
thought Miltonwould not have painted 
the rural fcenes in his " Paradife Loft" 
in fuch gloiving colours if he had not 
been blind. 

" The suhimer's morn, the pleasant villages and 
farms," 

. , , , . IVUth 
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Vith the nymphs and ftvains at their 
rural labours in the field, had made a. 
ftrong , and pleafing imnreffion on his 
yputhfur fancy, which remained fixed 
there, when the gloom of winter, the 
rainy* feafons, and every thing unplea* 
fant aind difgufting was forgotten or loft 
in the affemblage of more brilliant, 
ai^dmore interefling ideas. 
. Hence proceeds that rage for retire* 
ment and country-houfes fo prevalent 
in many worthy citizens, who, not- 
withftandmg the greater comforts and. 
cojiveniencies to be found in an opu- 
lent city ; yet, amidft the hurry of bu-. 
finefs, and the clalhing interefts and 
cjompetitibns ^of trade, are languifhing 
for the calm, undifturbed repofe of the 
<iOuntry/ 

But let us attend one of thefe enthu- 
iiallic admirers of rural beauty, on a 
Saturday evening, at his villa or mimic 
cottage, by the fide of fome common 
pr public road ; you will find him, in- 

ftead 



106 RURAL FELICITY^' 

flcad of repofing under the fiiade of a 
fpreading oak with a book in his hand, 
or enjoying the cool breezes of the 
fummer's evening, you will behold him 
fitting with a pipe in his mouth, in his 
little fummer houfe at the corner of his 
garden, and reading the Morning Chro^ 
nick, or enjoying the profpeft and the 
dull raifed by his fellow-citizens, who 
w^itb the fame reftlefs fpirit of migra- 
tion from the city 



Run, 



*' The Lord knows wlii tber, in their chaise and one.** 

Pope. 

The Sunday of tbis reclufe is a fe-- 
rious comedy, confifting of five afts, 
breakfaft, dinner, and fupper; an after- 
noon's nap, and a pipe in the evening; 
and, on Monday morning, he returns 
with equal impatience to the drudgery 
of bufenefs, as a refuge from the into<- 
Icrabl.e burden of having nothing to do* 

Men of bufinefs have, undoubtedly, 

the 
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the befl plea for occafional intervals 
of relaxation and repofe; but as thefe 
little fpruce haberdaCbers have proba-- 
bly no refources in themfelves, either 
of reading or refleftion, to fill up the 
empty fpaces infeparable from a coun- 
try retirement; Cheapfide or Newgate 
ftreet is the proper fphere of their ex- 
iflence. 

Addreffed to this prevailing fond- 
nefs for a country life, an advertife- 
ment appeared in the London papers 
every fprrng, fome years fince, nearly 
in thefe words. 

*^ Ever ftudious of rural amufement, 
I took a walk as far as the Adam and. 
Eve, on Turnham Green." And what 
was the refult of this rural excurfion ? 
Why; having met with fome incom- 
parable cheefecakes, fome delicious He- 
refordfhfre cyder, and a pipe of the 
befl Virginia tobacco ; the public-fpi- 
rited gentleman could not, in juflicc 
to this illullribus cake-houfe, withhold 

his 
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his due encomiums, or conceal from 
His friends fuch a magazine of good 
things, which he himfelf had fo hap- 
pily difcovered and enjoyed. 

I remember "a party of pleafure/* 
confifting of fome of the moft refpefl:-: 
able inhabitants of Bath (accompanied 
by a well-known Doftor in Divinity), 
who came to fpend a day at a farm- 
houfe which commands one of the. moft 
delightful profpefts in the environs of 
that beautiful city. As foon as dimmer 
was ended, though in the midft of July, 
they ihut lip the parlour- windows, 
called for candles/ and fat down to 
cards, till* their poftilion fent in word 
that it was almoft dark; they then hur- 
Tied down their tea and returned home, 
entertaining the.ir friends far a week 
after, with the delightful day they had 
fpent in the country. 

In the more elevated ranks of life, 
the fame fancied love of rural retire- 
inent, and the fame inability to fupport 
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it, to6 generally, I ftar, prevails. Sa- 
tiated and fatigued, perhaps^ with the 
daily (or rather nightly) repetition of 
the fame fcenes of folly and diflipation ; 
or annoyed by the heat and. dull of the 
nfietropolis; they fly from town to fome 
equally crowded fea-port, ;or: other 
place of fafhionable refoit, where they 
meet the fame wretched vctarifs of 
phafure, purfuing the farrie, or fimilar 
modes of fquandering their tinke, in 
quell of that happinefs which, eludes 
their purfuit ; an^d which mclnc amufe- 
nlent, void of utility, can never, afford 
to a thinking mind : or if they vouchfafc 
to vifit their country feats for a month 
inthe autumn, inftead of exhilerating. 
their country neighbours, or ** mak- 
ing glad" the hearts of their tenants 
and dependants, they probably bring 
down with them their town alfociates, 
or fome of thofe idle, fungous excref- 
cence3 of fociety, thofe *' airy nothings 
who having no local habitations^ or hardly 

"a name.'* 
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a nanie^'* zxt prqud to joia in thtfuitc^ 
of fome great man, (and even boaft of 
the honour) to applaud his tafte and 
improvements; to praife |iis claret; 
^^ laud the haunch i' and fometimes, I 
fear, encourage^ itnot Jhare^ his licen- 
tious amours. 

Thus, too many of our great men, it 
is to be feared, enjoy the Arcadian 
fcenes, which, perhaps, they have 

. formed at a ruinous expence ; uncon- 
fcious that any other human beings, 
more worthy; perhaps, than themfelves 
or thtiY.friends^ exift around them* 

Yet I ftiould betray a narrownefs of 
obfervation, and a very limited know- 
ledge of the great world, were I to in- 

, elude even a majority of our nobility 
in this randdm cenfure.- On the con- 
trary, I arti perfuaded, that fomc of the 
brighteft examples of religion and vir^ 
tue may be found amongft the higher 

• Galopper sur ta truce/* ride in your traiii^ 
as Boileau says, in his letter to Mr, Le Moignon. 

ranks 



RURAL FfcLlCITYi ill 

ranks- in tbis united kingdom ; arid tb 
whom people in a lower fphere might 
look up and copy with advantage, 

MarGcllus is a young nobleman of 
high rank and ample fortune. He has 
had a virt^tou8 and claflical edniQation in 
one of our Englifli univerGti;es; where 
he was.difliingitiflied by a regular ia|)p]ii 
cation to the fciences :ahd to polite li- 
terature. He is by no means deficieoat 
in political knowledge. £ut, as he Jic^s 
nothing to afk of adminiftiation, .he 
keeps himfelf independent, and engages 
in no party. Yet, as the oppofitica 
aft fyftematitally againll the miniftefi 
and the bufihefs of government could 
not be carried on without a majority m 
parliament, Marcellusi thjnks it his 
duty, fometimes to give his fufFrag(^ iii 
their favour; and to facrifice his own 
private opinion. When the expediency 
of a meaCure is only problematicat ; 
and though he is not clearlv convincid 

that 
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that it is the beil that could poflibly be 
adopted. 

When his duty to the public will 
permit, be gladly embraces every -op- 
portunity of retiring to his country re- 
fidence; where, in the fociety of his 
amiable and accomplifhed lady and a 
few friends, he enjoys all the felicity 
which conjugal afFeftion, and the eafe 
and familiarity of friendDiip can fupply • 

Their mornings are dedicated. partly 
to ufeful and amufing itudies, or do- 
meilic concerns, and partly to exercifc 
and taking extehfive rides, and vifiting 
whatever is curious and interefting; 
calling on their gentiler neighbours; or 
viewing their farms and cottages of the 
labourers, and enquiring into the ftate 
and improvements in the former, or 
the wants of the latter. The reft of the 
day is fpent in the hofpitable reception 
of thofe, whofe liberal education, or 
whofe ftations in life, though much in- 
ferior 



ferix)r to .their ^owri', i 'entitles^ thetil to 
futh a reception, which the politetjeft 
and coiidercenfion of this amiaWe'cou^ 
pie extends to thfe whole neighbour- 
hood^ and whidh muft reponcile the 
fiercdft democrat to the ariftocracy* 

As their rank and fortune gives them 
a powerful influence .over their inferiors, 
they ufe their pow^ir in promotifag vir- 
tue and indilftry amongft the lower 
claflcs, and fubmiflioii to leg^l autho- 
rity ;.: which in tbefe times is doing ef- 
fential fervice to the public. In coun- 
tenancing the fober and induftrious, 
and adilionifliing and even rebuking the 
idle and extravagint; in relieving in- 
digent hierit and unmerited indigence, 
and the like charitable offices. Andifl 
the difcharge of thefe focial and moral 
duties, they find- fufficient amufement 
to enliven their fummer's retreat^ while 
the confcibufnefs -of right conduft af- 
fords them the moll heartfelt gratifi- 
cation, and diffufes a chearfulnefs over 
I their 
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V THE .. 

SEAT OF HAPPINESS, 

^ TO k. H. ESQ. 

Oh ! Happiniefs ! caeleftia! 'maad. 

To whom our conftartf^voiirs-are pay*d: 

The general wifti of htkmah'kintf; 

Oh! whe^fe (hall we'tBy'manfion find'?' ' 

In what bleft clime db'ft thou relTde? "' * 

In what recefs thy treafure^'hide ? < 

Do'ft thdu fr<6quent the lonely vale^' 
Where flow'rs their balmy fweets exhafe? ^ 
From mofs-grown r6cki where fountain's 

fprihg, ^ '\ •■ • •■ ^•'^^' ' ' ' * ' '^ 
And birds tTieirpraihtiv^'Xvt)bd*nbterfmg? 
No ; oft I've fought theeHfiere in vain, '"''' 
And found thofe pleafurfes' tihg'd with" pain^f 

'-"^ For, 
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XOft» cxiij ry L pBmiT C in ij u i imur j mpwy . 

That " Solitude's the nurfc of woe/* 

Do'ft thou difplay thy beauties then, 
Amidft the cheerful haunts of men ? 
Frequent th' affemblies of the giy ; 
Attend eagb rQUti «9^fe talj or pUy ? 

Do*ft tbou, fair maid, delight to range 
About the purlieus of th' Exchange; 
Where anxious mortals, flaves to wealth, 
Barter their cnjfe,, i|?^p^^heir beaji^fe^ 
In hopc^ wQiil4 Jl^^fi th^ wifti^ k\^(h 
To purchafc p«rf|^ft ^ppii!u«ft? 

Why th^n 4p wcf#9f Qit/six^fm 
To rural {q^jjfis^ ^wfepl^fprnq aif j. 
To find, zs^ti^€irdiir>4.%hc)^l\ver 
What we9ith afcinc ca^t i^^ver giy«; ? 

Or ^% thpu r?*hw plra^'dr^t . . 
Ami4||,U^^^le^doi:s of a Cowt; 

Where juftling crowds are every hour^, ; 
Stru^lilig for pi^gej^ awd fc^r pawer ; 
Where :Knvy,4IU^A|nbilW)^Tf^B^ , 
An4 §fey wy 'wr^^s. ft iUkc^^ chai^ 

Ah! 
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Ail f let difcarded plaioemen ielU 
That blifs in courts, csm rnevter dwell ; 
Whei5e cpmpctition newr ceafes. 
And envy with our, powcff mcreases. 

Go to the feats ol idHB^^ion— 
Searc)i every lea-port in the nation ; 
Afk the gay folks ai Tunbridg^ Wells, 
If Happineft amofigft (Aem dwells : 
Hafte i^ence to B^ ; for there you'll fini, 
Amufing fceaep fof :^vieiy kind, 
Suited to every different ftage* 
The fire pf y<^)Utfc-^lie froft of age ; 
What joyous groups 1*1 every street. 
Where beamy, rank, and fashion meet ; 
Yet ah ! my friend, how much I fear. 
You'll not meet H^pincfc ee'n there. 

The gaieties of dlay and night. 
Will put the lovely ttytnph to flaght ; 
True Happinefe can aee'r be found 
In Pleasure « evcrlafling round, 

Pleafure indeed we all purfue ; 
Sut what to fome w^ar^ Pleafure's hue, 



120. THE SEAT OF HAPPINESS. 

Is but its fhadow ; and the wife 

See pain beneath the thin difguife. : 

Could fuch gay folks reflect, they*d firfi -- ' 

Amidft the tumults of the mind, 

A latent void fubfifting ftill^ ' . . ^ 

Which fuch vain pleafures ne'er can fill. - 

When, in my evening walk, If^e; ' - 
Yon cottage .fmoke beneath the tree, .1 
Wjiofe branches, fprekdiftg o'er* the plairt, 
Defend it from .the witid smd rain ; • c • - 
There, I exclaim, in that lone cell, ' • -• 
Content and Peace muft-fttrely dwell. ' ' 
But if, ala^i I go too near,' 
What founds of discord meet my ear ! 
'The children crying, and the wife 
With her poor help -mate is at ftrife; '• 
For coming e'er, the pot had boil'd, ' ' ' 
Or lingering till the' dinnet fpoil'ij. ; i 

And thus thefe inmates of the cottage, ^ • 
Difputing o'er their mefs of pottage. 
Or fliivering round their fmoaky fire, 
May be as wretched as — ^the 'Squire : 

And 
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And all with truth muft own, I fear. 
That HappindTs refides not there. 

There are, that hope to find content, 
(For focial beings only tneant,) 
While fafe from Hymen's fetters free, 
They riot in- celibacy. 
How vain their hopes! for, be it knowp, 
He that would pleafe A?77«/^^ alone, . 

By righteous heaven it is decreed. 
The felfifli wretch fhall ne'er fucceed. 

Would -you then lead a happy life, 
Firft feek a tender virtuous wife ; 
For much, be fure, depends on this, 
On focial and doiiieftic blifs : 
The kind affeftions unemployed. 
The foul muft feel a dreary void ; 
For mere amufements foon will cloy. 
And e'en your hooks afford no joy. 

A confcience clear, a body free 
From ev'ry painful malady ; 
Are prime ingredients, all confefs, 
To conftitute our Ha^pinefs. 

Ye:, 
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Ox this trite fubjeft every one hath fomc 
peculiar fyftem of {lis o\v'n ; but moft philo- 
jfophers concur in making happinefs confift 
in trancjuillity of mind, which is undpi^btedly 
lb far true, that unlefs the p^-flions are under 
due regulation, and the mind perceive^ itfelf 
to be happy, we cannot be fo. This, how- 
ever, is little piore than faying, that' happi- 
nefs confifts in not being unhappy; For 
tliough firength of mind and a fipnfe of re- 
ligion, may enable us to bear 5i4verfity or 
affiirlioit with patience and decency, it can- 
not in itfelf make lis hajipy. When a man 
libours under any calamity, fuch as ficknefs, 

poverty, 
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poverty, lofs of charafter, or the like, he 
fliould endeavour tp fubmit with refignatioa, 
to his deftiny ; yet few people in fuch cir- 
cumftances can poffefs that tranquillity of 
mind which is effential to happinefs. 

In Diort, a concurrence of outward cir- 
cumftances, fuch as a competence adequalc 
to the demands of our ftation, fecurity from 
danger, the welfare of our friends and near» 
conneSions, with health di body, wkhoiat 
which there can hardly be peace -oi mra-d, 
feem indifpenfibly nqceflary to complete tlic 
felieity of the moft profound phitefopher car 
the moft dcfvout chriftian. ^ • 

N. B. The Author wrote the above Kncs 
without the leaft recolleftion at the time of 
the piece of ParjieJl's beautiful Poem, " On 
Contentment,** which he had not read fcHT 
many years, though be has infenfibly fallen 
into the fame way of thinking. 



IL 
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ILPENSOROSO; 

OR, 

THE SEAT OF WOE. 

TO MYSELF, 

When lonely thiQs« amidft tbe bloom of May^ 
I trace this vale where ^v'ry thing looks gay^ 
Where mountains^ woods^ aad flreams, and 

meadows green^ 
Confpire to forfia the fweet, Arcadian fcenej 
While, on each buihi iht thrufli or VaiHet 

fings, 
An4 with, their mufic, ** hill and .valUy* 

rings: 
Why does toy heart thus ficken as 1 ftroll J. 
Why this fad ffielaneholy cloud my foul ? 
Where, wfapt in pleiafihg thought, 1 wont to 

rove, 
Iteiide the chryilal ilream or verdant grove ; 

While 
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While num-rotts friends on every fide were 

found. 
To animate the roral landfcape round ; 
Whofe focial converfe I fo oft enjoy'd ; 
Now all t^ lonefotne and a dreary void* 
Each oh]d& gives me pain, that chann'd he^ 

fore: 
Scenes of paft joys, vfhith will return 210 
more! 
Ah! where are now thofe kind aflbciates 
gone! 
To what fequefier'd regions are they flown ? 
Where are thofe friends, who, in my happier 

days. 
With patient car would liflen to my lays ? 
Where now the good Paiaemon's placid mien^ 
Which 9!iirk'd the friendly family of Sk-**-e? 
Or where my noble, hofpitaUe frieiid^* 
With whom the cheerful day I wi>nt to fpexkE? 

fLofdW. Sif. 

Ah 
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Ah ! where thofe lovely nymphs whdfe 
blooming grace 

.Gave ten-fold charms to this once^ charming 
place : 

All f All ! are fled, and I alone riemain. 

To mourn their lofs and figh, alas ! in vain. 
Or death, or abfence, or th^ impericfus call 

Of wai's alarms^ have robb'd me of them all. 

Their Country's cause has banifli'd them from 
home> 

O^er diftant realms and hoftile plains to roam. 

Since curs'd Ambition from hell's gulf broke 
loofe, 

Could Gallia's patriotic fons feduce. 

To quit the fweet& of Peace and Freedom's 
caufe, 

And fpum their neighbour's rights knd na- 
ture's laws. , 

liaviih of blood and difciplin'd to kill. 

Till numbers fail their murd'rous ranks to fill. 

Oh! 
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Oh ! gentle Peace ! return ! and bring 

along, 
Joy to my heart and rapture to my fong. 
Yet lo ! the cuxling mountains raife their 

heads, 
Thefe ftately oaks theijr mofly branches 

fpread ; 
The flocks and herds along the meadows 

range. 
And crop their fpod unconfcious of the 

change! 
While I, forlorn^ to gloomy pangs a prey. 
Am far lefs happy now^ alas ! than they 
Such is the prefent lot of mortal man ! 
Such Heav'n's all-wife, though yet unfi- 

nifli'd plan, . ^ 

To wean us from a tranfient world like this, 
Deftin*d for brighter fcenes of endlefs blifs ! 



PANE- 
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<' Vellcm in amicltia fie craremus, Sc liH, 
« Errbri Virtus nomsn pofuits et honellum." 

HOR. 

Let none the praife of partial friendrtiip blame. 
But GaATiTUDE, not Fkatt'ry be the n^me ! 

Anonym. 
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TO 

THE HON. AND REV. E. S— YM— R. 

V 

An Apology for not attempting tkc PaHegyric 
of a Lady of High Rank, 

A SLAVE too long to beatuty and to love, 
Tho' youthful fancy wildly wont to rove ; 
And ditties chaunt to many a rural maid 
That bloom'd unknown, like violets in thq 

fliade; 
Tho' eveiy rofy cheek, within jny breaft 
Could raife ftrange tumults, not to be fup- 

prefs'd : 
Till vented by the Mufe, in fuch rude lays, 
As happly, unenlighten'd nymphs might 

praife : 
Shall I, the loweft of the tuneful throng, 
Make S — ym — r's charms the fubject of my 

Song : 

K3 By 
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By age exhaufted now my fancy's Horr, 
Shall I attempt fiich lofty heights to foar ? 
By duty bound, what though their Mufes 
fport^ ' • • 
Amidft the faireft beauties of the Court j 
By fuch infpir'd, e'en Laureates mufl d&fpair 
To pay juft tribute to a face fo fair. 
When beauty, rank, and fortune thus unite. 
They ilrike with ?iwe, and put the Mufe to 

. flight, : . 

Yet beauty's but the giWingof the fhrinc. 
Where virtue, fenfe, and brighter talents 

fhine. 
For, 'midll the follies and the fenfeleTs rage. 
For novel fydems of an impious age ; 
'Mldft gayefl circles, S — ym — r l>oklly dares 
To own, flic reads good bool^s and fays her 

prayers : i 

Nay, tho' her weaknefs Sceptics may deride. 
Her Cliriftian Titk is her grcatcft pride. 
But tho" fuch charms might frozen age in- 

fpire, - 

Xq paint their force demands a Pindar's lyre. 
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Yet fee fair S — m — rset has laid afide 
The claims of birth — incentives oft to pridfe ; 
Her ftate forgot, with condefcenfion fweet, 
She deigns with fmiles the awe-ftruck bard to 

greet, 
And proud to pleafe, 

She waves the rights to rank and merit due. 
Yet, when her fportive fancy (he difplays. 
Her charms rekindled dart more vivid rays, - 
And tho' fubdu'd the luftre of her eyes, 
The wretch that dares approach, enraptured 

dies. 
At diftance then let njethofe charms explore. 
Which kings themfclves in filence muft 

adore ; 
Thofe charms by Hymen's laws fecur*d to 

one, 
^lay S— ym — r long poffefs in Hamilton, 
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THE 

ROSE AND THE THISTLE; 
Or, THE UNION. 

As down the dewy lawn, at early day, 
Whofe fides were frii>g'd with flurtibs, J 

chanc'd to ftray, 
A damalk Rofe its crimfon foliage fpread 
And all around reviving odours flied. . 
Smit with its blooming charms, I gaz'd, ad* 

mir'd, 
And thus addrefs'd it, as the Mufe iilfpir'd. ^ 
i' Hail! fovereign flower; loy^d theme of 

every Baid ! 
Thy beauty and rich fragrance his reward. 
No brighter tints the lover's partial eye 
In Hzimilton's* or Stella's cheeks can fpy, 

* Lady Charlotte, nowDs. of S ■ 

Monarchs 
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Monarchs of oldy enamoured of thy charms. 
Have dcem'd thee meet to deck the royal 

arms. 
Emblem of joy ? thy flow'rs the crown adorn ;^ 
Its cares exprefs'd by the emblematic thorn.'" 
While thus due honour to the Rofe I pay'df 
Lo ! at a modeft diftance in the fhade, 
A ftately thiftle* rose ; while fcarce way feen, 
Its purple creft, 'midft leaves of pallid green ; 
And thus flie faid, (or feem*d to fay,) like 

you 
I give the Sov'reign Rofe its honour due ; 
But, tho' lefs bright my tint, yet you will find 
My branches round the royal Tcutcheon 

twin'd. 
True to the Britifli Crown, well pleas'd ^ 

fliare 
Thofe honours which my knights are proud 

to wear. 

t A Tluiile fcven feet high in my dlminitlve ihrubbery. 

Tho* 
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TRUE HEROISM! 

TO THE 

HON. LIEUT. GENERAL HARCOUrT* 

.. •' Cowards are cruel, l»ut the brave 

if Lore mercy and delight to favq/* 

Gay: 

Heroes of old were, fure, bylieavende- 

fign'd. 
For fome wife end, the fcourges of mankind. 
Who rais'd their trophies on their numbers 

flain, 
Deaf to the groans of heaps that flrew'd the 

plain. 
The viftor's wreath, and the triumphal car. 
Taught them to flight the horrors of the war* 

* N. B. The Author having been thrown from his horfs 
on the moft unfrequented part of Chverton Down, and un- 
able to mdve^ was providentially relieved fvom his diftreff- 
ful fituation by the humanity and very a^Ive exertions of 
iasn. H.rcourt. 

' ' Tho* 
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Tho' modern ' Gauls well-pleas'd, fuch 
fcenes can view, ' 
And day by day their bloody deeds renew,* 
The Brittifh Hero, on a nobler plan. 
Fierce in the fight forgets not he's a man. 
With pity views the carnage of the field. 
And faves'the proftrat« fo# beneath )iis fliield. 

Thus H-rcourt, when on the Atlantic fliore 
His ^ras:t' affert his country's claims he bore ; 
F<OT courage fam'd, to greater 1^ glory rofe 
By captivest taken, than by flaughter'd foes. 

On Belgians coafts hd now renews his fame ; 
Viftorious oft, his valour ftill the fame : 
Whether his troops the favage Gaul defeat, 
Or, vengeful barafs them in their retreat : 
Not lefs humane and merciful than brave, 
He feels lefs joy to conquer than to Jave. 

' * In their zeal for extirpating monarchs, they were faid 

at this time, to hare given no quarter. 

'h He took Gen. Lee prifoner* 
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TEWKESBURY PARK : 

The Seat of the decifive Battle between the 

Houfes of York and Lancafter^ ^A7^* 

An Hijlorico — defcriptive Sketch. 

TO LIEUT. COLONEL JOHN WALL, OF THE 
LODGE, ESQ. 

Shall Cowper's hill,* or Windfor's foreilt 

claim 
Exclufive honours from the voice of Fame ? 
Hath princely StoweJ and Hagley Park§ fo 

long, 
And Stourhead*s|J claffic fccnes, been fam'd in 

fong? 

• Sir John Denham*s Poem on that fnbjeft, 

+ Pope's Poem. 

% I^arquis of Buckingham*! feat* 

§ Lord Lyttleton'i, > 

II Sir R. Hoar'i. 

Each 



TfiWKESBliRY PARK; 151 

£ach province now with felf-taught bards 
abounds. 

And with perpetual flralns each hill refounds; 

And fhall her tribute then the partial mufe 

To thy fam'd Park^* fair Tewkefbury, refufe ? 

The fcene of warlike deeds ; tho* civil rage 

Difgrace with murd'rous a£ls th' hiftoric page; 

Where, in the blood-ftain'd fields fo bravely- 
fought, 

York, gain'd at length the crown-*-too dearly 
bought. 

From civil difcord Brittain breath'd awhile. 

And peacej Ipng banifli'd,, blefs'd the harafs'd. 
ifle. 



* In a field at tiie bottom 6f the park, Sdward IV. iiiuNy 
defeated Margaret of Anjott, Queen of Henry VI. and her Ge- 
neral, Beaufort Duke of Somerfet, hti After their defeat they 
took fan^tnary m the abbey, but were taken thence by force} 
the Queen imprifoned^ her fon £dward miirdered^ and tho 
Duke of Somcrfct beheaded. ^ 



L B iioes 



1^2 TEWKESBURY PARK. 

Does Cowper's hill more noble fcenes diC. 

play, 
Or Thames, thro* meads more fertile, wirul 

its. way ? ' / 

JThan deck Sabrina's fweet romantic fide^, , 
Thro' which her copious ftream triumphant 

glides 
Thro' meads with fpring's perennial verdure 

crown'd. 
And rgroves that rife m rich profufion round ? 
And where of lowing herds a numerous breed 
Along th. extenfive lawn fecurely feed ? 
'Midfl thefe the Lodge* ercfts . its modefl 

brow; 
And views, the watVy mirror ihine below : 
Where floating with the tide, the whitening 

V' ifaii/; , ^ . . ^'V, /■".'. ^- 

Of fhe tilt veflel flutters m the gale : ^ 

And while the filent fcene- we pleas'd furvey. 
To diftant coafts it calmly fpeeds its way^ 

*. Jhc neat box of J. Wall^ If^. 

Within 
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Within the hofpitable^ dome, tho' plai^, - 
Yet neatnefs, elegance, and plenty teign. ' 
And while a cheerful welcome greets the gueft j' 
We want no luxuries t' improve fh6 fea:ft. 

The Abby's* lofty towers we hence admire, 
Which even in ruins awful thoughts infpire j 
And, with fuch iftate the gothic arches rife. 
Our modefn pafte-board temples we defpife. 
Who can withhold the pity and the praife 
Due to the pious zeal of ancient days ? 
When wealthy Thanes a liberal fhare be- 

ftow'd, ' • 

Of thofe poffeflions, which to heaven they 

; ow'd. 
Who, tho' their errors rnodern times deride, 
Shar'd with the church the pleafuref and the 

pride. 



* See Mi. Lyfone*s exquifitely pipturcfque etchings of this 
|)ea\itlful ruin. 

t T^^ beauty of the painted windows and lofty arches. 

■I ' _ ' ' • • 

L 3 . There 
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There royal Margaret and her vanquifli*<i 

train. 
With cloyfler'd nuns a fanct'ary fought iii 

yain^ 
For York's ambitipn, England's crown the 

prize. 
The church's threats, and heav'n i^felf defies^ 
Edward,* too young an equal war to wage, 
Fell a fad viftim to the viftor's rage : 
Beaufort beheaded, and the captive queen, 
Who grac'd the Yorkite's triupiph, clos'd the 

fcene. 
There, fcarcp diftinguifli'd from the jizuriJ 

Our Glo'ftcr's diftant tiirrets .catch the eye. 
There fad Carnarvon'st laft remains repofe, 
From whofe rich llirine thpfe towers more 
flately rofe. 

^ Son to Mtf g>ret> who was mordered ia a roo^n ftU| 
ihowiu 

f Edward (ftyled of Carnarvon^) who was confidered as f 
Martyr. 

- ~ Hcrp 
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. Here Cheltenham's fpire ami mineral 

fprings we trace, 
Where many a fair, axii many a pimpled fact. 
For health/or hufband*s annually refort, 
And,^ late our much lov*d fdv 'reign kept his 

court. 
There Cotswold's cliffs and Malvern's 

heights combine 
To form th' horizon's undulating Hhe : 
That line, tho' few know why,* which charms 

us all. 
And Cohnoifeurs *• The Lin^ of Beauty'^ call, 
Unnumber'd feats th' admiring ftrariger fees. 
Which rife embofom'd ih the tufted trees; > 
Thcr^ iriitred Ely,+ midft the fumftier's heat, 
Enjoys, reVer'd, his literate retreat. 
There Dowdfwell, veil'd in rofes, 'midft her 

friends. 
Her cheerful eve of life, in health, extends. 

* Doctl rationem artis intelligent ; indocti Tolupraterti. 
f Pr, York has a seat and estate there., 

' And 
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And haply, 'midfl thofe elms more clpfely 

veil'd. 
Much learning link'd with beauty,* lives cpn- 

ceal'd: 
While cottages with cultur'd farms unite. 
And form'd in rural lai^dfkapej chann the 

fight, . 

But fhonld I name the variousi fcenes 

around. 
Where learning, beauty, worth, or wealjth 

abound ; 
Tho' Tewkefbury with pride the names woi4d 

read. 
The lift would Homer's GatalogueJ exceed- 
But lo ! where Breedon's eaftern verge 4e- 

clines, 
And Cotfwold's northern promontory joins ; 

* On a rising plat of ground* 

f Croom, Todington, Batsibrd, Dailsford, &c, 

^ Of ships and their heroic leaders^ 400 llaes. 

My 
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My native village* faintly meets my fight; 
Th' affefting bier has put the Mufe to fligitfji 
I figh to think my youthful d;|ys are o'er ; 
^nd fancy, mirth, and pleafure, are no more, 

♦ JMichleton. 
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COMB— HAY, 

TO MRS. SM LI. 

Stranger I while thro* thefe fylvan fliades 

you rove. 
Where cjiryftal ftreams refleft th' inverted 

grove; 
Where, crown*d with ' circling woo(Js, thQ 

mountain's height, 
And floping lawns harmonioufly unite j 
Where all appears a fairy vifion, know ! 
To Myra's Ikill thefe lovely fcenes you owe, 
* Tho* nature in her fimpleft drefs can charm, 
And every fine, poetic fancy warm; 
Yet, unadorn'd by art, alas ! how few 
In their true light thof? fimple charms can 

view-! 
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E'en Venus'. felf, that rules in ev'iy breaft,. 
Still pleafes more, when, by the graces dreft. 
Thus, tho' this ^<l(kap^ nature has fup« 

plied. 
Yet Myra fure may bbaft, with venial pride. 
That fhe each flight defe£l with care con* 

cealM, 
And ev'ry latent charm with art reveal'd ; 
Till the whole fcene receives peculiar grace, 
And all adore the Genius of the Place.* 
No more their time then let our men of 

tafle ' 

In vain difputes and idle precepts wafte; 
Let nature*^ .champion, Kn-ght, the caufjC tq 

her 
And R-ppinton, the friend of art, refer ;t 

* The Ancients fancied every beautiful fcene had a local 
genius, whom they adored. Comb>hay has the fame. 

+ Mr. Kn-ght, member for Ludlow, who wrote a j>oemoii 
Landfkape Gardening; and Mr. R-ppjngton a profeHiona^ 
j>,upil of Mr. JBrowae> violent antagonifts, 

V Let 
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iet them dhe conteft to Comb — hay remove ,. 
And each his title to precedence prove ! 
Tl^eir precepts there exempHfied they'll find. 
And art and nature amicably join'd. 
Hach faiites content with its allotted part ; 
J^Jature adoru'd, but. not opprefs'd witK an^, . 



TH« . 
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THE LOVER'S WALK. 

Sacred to Hymen and the God of Love, 
Approach wjth twe, ye fair, this hallow'd^ 

grove: 
Such was, of old, that highly favour'd fcene, 
Where firft Adonis met thp Paphian quecn^ 
Tho' no fpontaneous rofcs fpring around. 
Beneath thefe pines, as in poetic ground. 
Or fuch as, rais'd by Myra's magic fkill, 
In Winter bloom,* obedient to her will. 
Yet here the Loves and Graces rove;^ and 

here 
True lovers rove with pleafure all the year. 
Beneath thefe (hades fly cupid wings his dart, 
And often wounds the unfufpefting heart; 

* A well-fupplled hgt-honfe* 

Here 



l62 THE LOVER*S WALK* 

Here firft fair Harriot* liften'd to his voice^ 
And made the young Britanicat her choice* 
With juftice then we confecrate this grove 
To conllant friendfliip and to mutual love* 

• The Hon. Mifs Tf-ajr. 

♦ Mr. H-b-ry. 



CORSHAM- 
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CORSHAM-HOUSE. ^ 
Or, THE FAMILY RETURN'. 

TO PAUL, M — TH — N, ESQ. 

I, WHO thro' life amufing fcenes purfue, 
Gomd, M four-fcore, this charming place to 

view ; 
Where art and nature all their forces join» 
To give pfcrfeftion to the great defign. 
Without, tho' nature rules, the works of art ^ 
Within the man Con equal charms impart.- 
Whofe vifions bright, as thofe on fairy 

ground. 
To feaft each fenfe and faculty abound. 
Nor vifions all — of more fubftantial cheer. 
The Epicure enjoys a banquet here. 
Tho' I too Feaft, in this we difagree, 
That books and pi£lures are the Jea^ for me. 

With 
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With tafte felefled here, in ev'ry kind. 
Rare proofs of each great mailer's (kill we find ; 
Whate'er the Italian artifls can fupply ; 
Or Flemilh School, to charm the critic ej-e : 
Portraits, hiftoric groupes, or landfkapcs fair. 
The Connoiffeur's enwrapt attention fliare. 
What genius e'er conceiv'd, or pencil drew. 
All thfit confummate Ikill or paint could do. 

Yet thofe that in this hofpitable dome. 
Shall view this cheerful family at home j 
Where, 'midft their progeny with venial pride^ 
The happy parents placidly prefide ; 
While filial and fraternal love unite 
To fill their throbbing bofoms with delight ; 
Who this domeftic pifture can behold, 
AikI not confcfs how languid and how cold 
The warmcfl tints of Rubens' felf appear. 
Matched with the joyous group aflembled here. 
Art muft lament, that colours are too faiint. 
The cherub fmile, or fperkling eyes to paint 2 
Or fweet maternal tendernefs defcribe, 
Carefling, in their turn, the fportive tribe. 

• Art 



tHE lAMtlY RpTtJRk. 16^ 

Art can prefent the furface to our view ; 
But nature only to herfelf is true. 

Such fcenes awi^k, \i$ in ike realms above ; 
The tlifsfui feat of harmony and love ! 



U AI^Eft-i 



l68 TO T. S.J — LL^— FF, ESQ- 

The foil with mofs o'ergrown, and noxious 

weeds, 
Now num'rous flocks in verdant pafiures 

feeds : 
While bufy hinds, who various talks purfue, 
Prefent a cheerful landfkape to our view. 
Weakhi thu3 employed, is heav'n's peculiar 
, ftore. 
To blefs'th^ rich^ and feed th* induftrious 

poor. 
May no French politics thefe profpcfis blaft. 
And England's wealth and pow'r for ages lafl : 
Till Ammerdowii its focial fliades extend 
With Babington*s primaeval oaks to blend ; 
Then feuds and animofities fliall ceafe, 
^ And 2Jil be kindnefs, harmony^ and peace. 



A TO- 
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A TOPOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF THE 

COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 

<« S^ve ! magna parens fru^utn, Somerfetia Tellus ! 
** Magna Ytrum.***^ 

ViBO. 

Could I on eagle's pinions foar, 
And all the wide expanfe explore ; 
From eafl: to weft, from north to fouth ; 
From Lansdown to the channel's mouth ; 
Thy wood-clad hills, thy plains outfpread. 
From Alfred's tow'rt to Quantook's head ; 
And in one view the charms furvey. 
Which Somerfet's rich vales difplay : 



• Virum : ** So are they all j all honourable men !'* 

Shaksp. 

t Alfred*s Toweo near Stourhead« 

M 3 Th' 



IT© A TO?CCZA?S:CAL iniTC^ CF 

Tz rm^zsthn irc'^!£ be £r'd. 

As br E^crpc's feif infpir'^ ; 

Tbc Bom'roas feats iniich ibcie abocc-i. 

With ceccrated Ltstes zz y ^ zi ; 

From Xortcm Pirk* to D;:-fi2T?"i !acEg^,t 

Bleft cbjec: to the {2z1ot^% £gH ! 

With many a fwcct, rcrnsnilc [ccne^ 

lytllgzx of tr*\'el!er$ ! bcrw-ecn. 

There GlaSoc's goc'-ic archcsrife. 
In awful ruins to the fkics ! 
There Montreate's* inajefiic p3e ! 
There Xeulecoinb"**^ rich p^ilhires fmile : 
And Heflerccmb,^ her groves well Lnoim! 
Buitcn,? Meir$-Park** and Babington iff 



* The tat of Gotc Lai^ds, Ei^ cmr wpccthj mi i 

f Tat icjt of ribe Lmtsarl hnylj. 

* Thcicztci Pkeliff, Eiq. 

^ Sir Jcrn Trcvdjaa. 

I Of he lare C Wane Banipfr^e, Eiq. 

€ The rr^dccce c< tht Ontfije{i Dovagcr of ChadiaK. 

♦♦ Of Thomas Homer ^ Efi|. 

if Of Charles Kaatchial!, Ef%. 

Nor 



THE COUNTY Ot SOMERSET. I7I 

Nor (hall King's Weflon* be neglefted. 
While \v^orth and probity's refpe&ed: 
Nor yet that venerable fppt 
Sequefter'd Sputhi-hillt be forgot, 
Marfton:}: I ^Imoft fear to name ; 
By learned Boyle confign'd to fame. ' 
Fairfield§ and Stayning|| It^^^u/^ praife, 
But B — rl — d muft defplfe my lays. 

Lo ! to the eaft, raethinks I fee 
The much frequented Orchard-Leigh H 
We'll thence to Camerton** defcend, 
The manfion of my earlieft friend : ~ 
Harptre^ ,t+ and many a villa more. 
Which decorate Sabrina's fliore, 

* Of W. Dickenfon, Efq. our worthy member. 

-f Seat of the Strodes, from the tune «f the Korman Con- 
^ueft. • 

i Earl of Cork's, 

§ r* Ackland's, Ef<j. . 

B — - B— rl-.d*s, Efq. 

^ Of Champnefs, Efq, 

•♦ The late Philip Stevens, Efq. 
If Of Jofliua Scrope*6, Efq, 

- Harp. 
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Sbonld wc to Bath dwr view extend. 
Where wcnild our airy prbfpe& cad ? 
On ev'ry fide, lo ! many a feat 
In tafie and elegance consplete ! 
Irom right to left our vifion toft. 
In the bright giltixy is loft. 

But, ah ! my colours are too faint 
The landfkapes Tarious Charms to paint : 
Homer an hundred tongues would aflL, 
To execute the arduous talk. 
Enough for me thefe fcenes to name. 
Their beauties are well knowii tb fame; 
Por aH that England boafts,* we find 
In Somerfet's rich circuit join'd : 
Her mountains, fprings, and churches fair. 
And lovely nymphs beyond compare. 

* Ang\i2, moasy foots, pons, ecclefia, htnuBa, laao. 
** For mountains, ibontzics, tHdges, chnrcKes fai^, 
'* For wool, for wamen, Eagbzi^^s fdt cmnparc'* 

N. B. TBe parifh chnrcbrs m Sosierfet, are rotairkaUy 
Ixaodm! fpccimens of gochk irdtirc&vrt. 

Happy 



THE COUKTV of somerset. l/J 

Happy thofe rural nymphs and fwains 
That rove amidft thefe blifsful plains ! 
And what, but grotindlefs difcontent. 
Some vice or folly, can prevent 
The happinefs of thofe that live 
'Midft all the bleflings heav'n cian give? 
What mortal then can here repine, ' 

Wt^n fuch, fair Somerfet, are thine. 



TO 



[ «74 3 



TO 



. PRINCE HOARE, Esq, 

Critics who judge by rig'rous laws the ftage, 
Indignant cenfure this fantaftic age ; 
Who charm'd with toys, their infant tafte re- 
tain, 
And wit and manly fenfe ftill plead in vain : 
' Who go lefs pleas'd tp hear a play, than^^ ; 
Where all is idle (how and pageantry. 
Nor ought we their feverity to blames- 
Yet folly, deaf to laws, may yield to fhame : 

Hoare furely then, adopts a wifer part, 
Laughs at our faults and* plays about the 
heai-t; ^ 

• Clrcumprgcordia ludit, . ■■ . Pkri. 

With 



TO PRINCE JIOARE, ESQ, I75 

With , humorous farces and with dramas' 

chafle, 
Correfls our morajs and refines our tafie: ' 
True to the ftage's moft important ends,* 
Inftrufts the public and dehghts hi§ friends, 

* Vtxt prodeHc yolunt ant delegare. » ■ Hok« 



OH 
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ON THE 

LATE RAINY SEASON,' 

TO — r-, ESQ. 

While daily thus inceflant rains 

Rufli from the clouds and drench the plains ; 

And torrents delfige every road. 

No prudent man would ftir abroad. 

How then, confined at home, my friend, ^ 
Shall we this dreary feafon fpend ? 
Each jovial crew the rain defies ; 
*' We!!! fmoke and diink, (old Soaker cries ;) 
** Without, while damps affault the £kin, 
<* We'll warm ourfelves with Port within,'* 

But yoUji in c'onfcious virtue bleft, 
(perpetual funfliine i^ your breall) ^ 



ON THE LATE RAINY SEASONS. I77 

The' war, with horrid din of arms, 

Each nation of the globe alarms. 

And on your roof loud tempefts beat,' 

Enjoy your elegant retreat, 

And calmly, in th' hiftoric page. 

Survey the crimes of evVy age ; -^ 

Convinc'd that Heav*n makes all things tend. 

By various meaiis to one great end. 

Perhaps with rapture you perufc 
The fcenes of fome defcriptivc Mufe ; 
In which, beneath unclouded fkies, 
The blooming flow'rs fpontaneous rife ; 
For all the feafons of the year. 
In verfe, with equal charms appear. 

But would you your own thoughts purfue^ 
(As I, a frantic rhymer, do,) 
Amufc yourfelf, at vacant times. 
And deck them in harmonious rhymes ; 
Or, with enthufiaftic fire. 
Like An*s*v, ftrike the clafTic lyre; 
Like H*R*INCT*N, in antique drefs, " 
With •* mickle mirth*' your thoughts exprefs ; 

Let 



i;a ON THE LATE ItAlNY SEASOK* 

Let rain in catarafls come down. 
And all your new-fown acres drown; 
Or drive your cattle down the ftream. 
You'd ft ill enjoy your favorite theme. 
Your tenfold taxes cheerful pay, 
And rhyme and fcribble night and day. 



DAN. 
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DANMONR^ LAUDES; 

OR, 

THE WORTHIES OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Fruitful in all that human life can cheer. 
To Devon's fons their country's juftly dear; 
Fruitful in heroes, or by land *or fea, 
Raleigh and Drake derive their birth from 

. ' thee ; 
Friritful in genius, flic can boaft her Gay, 
And many a Poet of the prefent day : 
But, in the filler art, more fertile ftill. 
She boafls her Painters of confummate Iklll ; 
Thence Hudfon, firft in time, if not in fame, 
Amldft the group, deferves no vulgar name ; 
Beyond the life he fwellM the flowing line, 
Yet lace and velvet made his portraits— ^/?^. 

In 



i8d DANMONRED LAUIJES ; OR* 

In Hudfon's fchool fam'd Reynold's courfe 

begun ; 
Where much to learil he faWj and much to 

fhun ; 
From Rome, the feat of Arts^ with knowledge 

fraught, 
He to our Englifli School perfeflion brought ; 
And, when by time his paintings fliall decay. 
His writings will his wond'rous (kill difplay* 
By Woolcote's aid> e'er Opie had appear'd> 
Northcotewas known^ and for his Ikill !«• 

ver'd : 
And had hisjnerits met their full reward. 
Had Pindar deign'd iis praifes to record. 
His talents more celebrity might claim. 
And Northcote juftly fliare Sir Jolhua*s* 

fame. 



* Sir Joibtta Reynolds. 



HORACES 
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HORACE'S OOE II. B. a; 

, «( Quid VUko^Ui CMti^er wA Ik Scy thM 

IMITATED. 
I. 

What the ferocious Gaul intends, 
Or Spaniard, who their navy lends, 

Againit his will, our foe : 
Ceafe to inquire ! For, let them boaft,. 
They ne'er fliall reach the Brittifli coaft, 

Suffice it this to know ! 

II. 

*!thank hcav'n.I the ocean rolls between, 

0*er which Britannia rules as Queen ; 

Nor fears what France can do : 

Should they the rich of wealth bereave, 

Ithey ftill, my friend, muft furely leave. 

Enough for me and you. 

N III. Life 
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III. 
Life does not want this vain parade. 
Why then fliould you be thus afraid. 

Who fliare Thalia's ftore? 
Give us but heahh and competence. 
We both, I trujft, have too much fenfe. 

To wifli: — or care for more. 

IV. 

Alas ! my friend, with rapid pace. 
Your fportive youth and evVy grace, ' 

That decks your perfon, fly : 
While withered age, with equal fpeed. 
And cares, to am'rous. joys fucceed, 

And gentle fleep deny. 

V. 

The vernal flowers that now fo fair. 
With balmy fweets perfume the air. 

Will lofe their blooming grace : 
The ruddy moon, that now fo bright, 
Spreads o'er the (ky her filver light. 

Will wear a diflF 'rent face. 



VI. Why 
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VI. « - 

Why then (hould w^e, my worthy friend, 
Inceffantly our toil attend ? 

And while the day is fine, 
Why not, with cheerful hearts, retreat. 
And take our glafs on yonder feat. 

Beneath that, lofty pine ? 
■ vii. 
Wine diflipates the biting cares. 
Which ev'ry mortal fometimes fliares. 

And makes the heart right glad : 
A copious ftream runs thro' my court> 
Let Joe then cool our ardent port. 

For Joe's an aftive lad ! 

Vlii. 
And let fair Lydia hafte along ; 
And give us one caeleftial fong ; 

If haply flie be found : 
For Lydia ftrolls about, I wot. 
Like Venus, in a carelefs knot^ 

Her lovelv treffe^ round.* 

* I have always admired the eafy fimple clofe of feVeral 
Odes of H»;race } particularly Ode V. B. 2. where he com- 

parea 



184 Horace's ofrs, &c. 

pares the unconcerned manner With which Regulus returns on 
' his parole to Carthage, though he kaew he ihould be put to 
torture ; with that of an eminent lawyer, going (after the 
Term) to his country fett, at-Riekmond or Windfor, See. 

*^ Tendens Venafianos !n agros 
*' Ant Laccdasraonittm Tarentun*** 

And6d,3i. B. i.— w<< Turpem fenectaiQf 
<^ Degere, jtec cythara oai;entem.** 
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TO 



AMOS GREEN, Esq, 

In return for a beautiful Drawing of his^ 
conveyed to me by Mrs. C — de. 

Tho' winter foon will clofe th' autumnal 

fcene, 
Your lai^dfltapes, Amos, will be ever green ; 
Still blooming as the charms of lovely C — de, 
Tho' feafons change, your tints fhall never 

fade» 
. But ah ! this token of your kind regard, 
Is ill repaid by rhymes from fuch a Bard : 
A Poet fliould record a Painter's name, 
My rhymes, I fear, will fully your bright 

feme. 

Let 



lS6 TO AMOS GREEN, ESQ. 

Let Shenftone's* profe then, for he knew 

thee well. 
Let Truth's^ not Fiftion'? tongue, thjr merits 

tell. 



* She hir Letter the 90th. 



CON- 



[ i87 I 



CONSOLATORY SMILES. 

As thra' the ftreet Iftroll, my gloomy breaft, . 
With real or with fanc^ed^ ills oppreft. 
Some ftately pricft or empty fop I meet. 
Who proudly turn afide, or coldly greet. 
Their pride a wife man would defpife I ween, 
And fo do I^ — ^yet they augment my fpleen. 

But if fome lovely nymph, like Lady , 

With fmiling, friendly afpeft, crofs my way, 
Who, happy in herfelf, to all extends 
Thofe fweet regards with which {he greets 

her friends, 
As oft the fun when mifts obfcurc the dawn, 
Darts thro' the clouds his beams and gilds the 

lawn; 
Her v/'mningjmiles and beauty's cheering ray, 
Pifpells the gloom and every thing looks gay. 

FRU. 
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FRUGALITY 

THE 

SOURCE OF GENEROSITT. 

On the liberal Subfcription of £^ooo by a 
Country Gentleman for the Defence of the 
Country y 1798. . 

Riches poffefs'd by men of worth and fenfe^ 
The joys of life to multitudes difpenfe; 
Yet half the ills that plague mankind we'rQ 

told, 
Spring fro'm the baneful influence pf gold : 
And Mifers are the Bard's perpetual theme ; 
Who never gold beheld — but in a dream ; 
Who thinks a man with fixpence in hi& purfe, 
Deferves the Poet-s lafti, the Spendthrift's 

curfe : \ 

And 



FRUCALITY, &C. i8g 

And fwears, tho' he himfelf 's »not worth a 
groat — 

(Economy's beneath a wife man's thought. 
But be it by thefe Spendthrifts underftood ! 

That \w\i6/dtes mofi^ Yizs power fa do mqjl 
good : 

Who to himfelf thofe luxuries denies. 

From whence the poor with cpmforts he fup- 
plies : 

And fhould his country's caufe his aid de- 
mand, 

He lavijhes his wealth with liberal hand. 

Such men deferve th- ?|^pl|kufe of every 
tongue; 

Know thetil one fuch there is-^his nameU. 

L — NG. 
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CORPORATION FEAST 



■ ■ ■ - ■ J^T 




BATH. 




•** Satur eft cum decit Horatius Evob ! 


•»* 


c- 


JtVIK, 



All that good cheer and focia) mirth aflFoid, 
We've this day tafted at the feftive board ; 
No more let rurd Mayors or City feafts. 
And Aldermen, provoke malignant jtHs : 
Nor envious Bards, excluded from the treat, 
Blafpheme the cuftard,t which they long tq 
eat! 

♦ A Bard, when hungry, is often very dull. 
But fings with rapture ! when his belly*8 full* 

AVONTM^ 

^ ButUr's remains* 

Behold! 



A CORPORATION FEAST - igt 

Behold! at Bath, to check the fcurril fnecr, 
A group of gentlemen, incorporate there! 
For icience and for Hb'ral manners known, 
Whofe feafts are fumptuous, th* expencc 

their own I* 
There H-rr — ton affumes the guardian care ; 
There M-yf-y deign*d to grace the Praetor's 

chair. 
Nor does this city boaft her P-lm-tt leCs ; 
Whom ev'ry faithful lover's board to blefs! ^ 
Thofe favoured guefts, who at this banquet 

fit, 

Enjoy a " Feajl of Reajon,'' and of wit, 
Divefted of their ftate, intent to pleafe. 
Here Lords with Commoners, converfe 2ft 

eafe: 
With Thynne+ and Arden, C-md-n conde- 

fcends, 
From public carqs, to gratify his friends; 

* Partly 5 the allowance being fddom fufiicient. 
+ Whofe aftivc genius rrojc^cd the more expeditious con- 
veyance of letters. 

% Our Rcprefentatives and Recorder. 1 

Yet 



t^ A CaRPORATION Pl^^T. 

Yet ^Biidft the focialglafs, promotes the caufe 
0£ loyalty and reverence for the laws. 
But thofe> who fraught with fpleen or ftoic 
pride^ 
Tbcfe free convivial meetings would deride; 
WiM)> foes to order, to the good and wife, 
Would teach th^ crowd th^ix rulers to de- 

♦fpife; 
Jjct them to France and Anarchy rcfort I 
With Jacobins- enjoy th^ir baflfrms. fport. 
Go feaft on fallad, learn a frog; tQ carve, 
Aiid with Republicans hc^aves--rTdLjx<i ftaive* 



AX 
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AN INVETERATE 

RHYMER'S FAREWELL 

TO TSB 

MUSES. 
WritUh in a Morning' s Walk at Stourhtai, 

Still charmed with groves and lawns and 

winding ftreams. 
And all the witchery of poetic dreams : 
While thefe gay vifions realized by Hoare^ 
Still warm my fancy, aftive at fourfcore ; 
While numVous friends, attentive to affuage f 
The various ills that hover round old age ; 
With kindnefs undeferv*d, politely firiv^c - 
To keep my languid love of life alive : 
How can I wifli thefe comforts to forego, 
The charms w-hich thefe Arcadian fceries be- 

ftow? 

But 



MAtERl^Ai t)ESP6TlSIvI; 

, , ' ' ■, ' • » ,■' 
^ TkE RIGiTTS OF INPANTS.^ 

Unhand menurfe! thou faucy quean ! 
What dofcs this female tyrant mean ? 
Thus, head and foot; in fwathes to bind, 
*Spite of the " Rights of human kind ;\ 
And lay me ftretch'd upon my back, 
(Like a poor culprit on the rack ;) 
An infant, like thyfelf, born free, . 
And independent, flut ! on thee. 

Have I not right to kick and fprawl^ 
To laugh or cry, to fqueak or fquall ! 
Has ever, by my aft and deed. 
Thy H^ki to rule me been decreed ? 

• In allufion to Payne's « Righti of Man ;" and Mrs, 
Wolftoncroft'a « Rights of Women.** 

O How 



198' THE RICHT^ 9^ *^FANTS, 

How dar'ft thou, defpot ! then controul 
Th' exertions of a free-born foul ? 

Tho' now an infant, when I c^, , 
rU rife and feize " The Rights of Man ;'» 
Nor make my haughty ^urfe alone, 

But monarch's tremble on their throne ; 
And bpys apd kings thencefortbt you'll \fee, 
Enjoy complete Eguality, 



DQGRElt 
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DOGREL RHYMES ;♦ 
Or, THE RIGHTS OF DOGS. 

On the Propofal far diminijhing the Con" 
" Jumption of Food^ byjlarving the Dogs. 

AGAINST THE. TYRANNY OF MAN ! 

Can It, ye Britons, then be true ? 
Was this dire fcheme deviz'd by you ? 
A fcheme, humanity's difgrace, 
To maflacre an harmlefs race ! 
Ah no ! fome Jacobin began 
This yet unheard-of claim of man : 
This charter for bimfelf to carve. 
And all his fellow-brutes to ftarve. 
Return Tom Paine ! high fed with frogs. 
And vindicate "The Rights of Dogs.** 

^ N. B. Written in confequence of «n humane and inge» 
n'loys Letter by John Taylor, £fq. in the Bach Heral4. 

o a Poor 



260 DOGREt'J^IIYilES. 

Poor Stella ! by thy looks I fee 
This plot is not unknown to thee : 
This curie on thy devoted Ijead j 
Robbed of thy due — " A cruft of Ipread." 
Thy looks ftiould our compaffibri moVe; 
Thofe looks of hunger and of love. 

Shall tyrant Man ! array 'd in power. 
Heaven's choiceft gifts alone devour ? ' 
And^his domeftic flave not dare 
The refufe of his board — ^to share ?— 

By night the wolves ;— in open day, , 
The lions boldly feize their prey ; , 
And all the beafts that range the fields, 
Un-envied eat what nature yields : 

Shall Dogs, that left their native wdods / 
To guard our manfions and our goods ; 
Watch o'er our flocks, our conftantfricndi. 
And fondly on our fteps attend ; 
Shall they alone be difrcgzirded, 
Their faithful fervice unrewarded ? 
forbid it heaven ! — It muft not bje ; - - 
Nor Man renounce humanity : 

Con. 



\ 



Confound, ye Gods! th' exclufive plan; 
Confound tzchfelfijh fcheme of man ! 
No Herald* then the fact proclaim ! 
No^ Chronicle* record < pjir fliame ! 
Let not the Sun* the deed behold ! 
Nor in obrL^'irjBb/i*ilfd iCiaJfl.Ji. ' 
This truth Courier* nor Star* advance, 
Nor tell it fp jpur f^rie^^^ ,ip, fri^nc^ ! _ 
But when both Dogs and Men are rotten^ 
Be it eternally forgotten ! 



Ncwfpapcrs, 



J \ v.: . 
' I. . . ■ 






\ 
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THE 



RIGHTS OF REPTILES, 
to A beaUtifui: Voung snail* 

£mbl£M of patient refignation! 
Contented in thy lowly ftation : 
Who free from feuds andnoify flrife, 
Peaceful zxiAJilent pafs thro' life r 
Nor led by giddy freaks aUray, 
You calmly ileal along the way ; 
From Virtue's path ne'er turn afide, 
Tho' often trampled on by Pride ; 
And cruflCd beneath oppreflion's weight 
By haughty man, who ftruts in Hate! 
Tho'JloWy to one chief point you tend ; 
Yet, fure at lall to gadin your en4 ; 

Poor, 



Poor, unoffending, gentle Snail ! 
My counter part — poof Reptile haJf! 

Tho'^hdrns you have, theyVe not to JbUndy 
But guard yoiirfelf-^iiot bthers wound : 
Yet'bfteri'(iieaffi*cl withirt their focket, " ^ 
As men fometimes /Ad2r'^'£^rn'i Will pocket. ' 

Your tibufe^-^drid 'What 'f^w things ybu 

i^ciii^^^ . ^ ■•■■'■-■' • ■''■^.■- 

You vifbly carry Oft ^(iuVbacfc j 

For in thefe times we' all have found,. 

Bafe tliieves iind hbufebreakefs abounds 

Your hbUfe, a fhell of various hufei^ ; ' 

Not childreii only to atiiufe; ^ - ^ 

But, if a ViVtiiofo gain^i 

His^'o^ o'ei^pjiys a twelveihohth's /^z/ihf 

You fometimes feaft' upon Our fruit, 
Your languid fpirits to recruit : 
But is exclujive right then given. 

To man ! of all the gifts <>f heaven ? 

\ V'' • ■■ ■ ■ '' "^ ' ' 

^ ♦ " Omnia mea mecum porto,*' fays the Phllofopher. 

t Seethe character of Sir Ceoffry GimcrcoUe in the Tat- 
Itr, I think. 

Oh! 



«04 THE RIXJHTS PF R£JPTIL^3ip 

Oh ! I deleft fuch felfilh dealings. 
So uncongenial 'wiih my fidings. 
Snails furely are our fellowr-creature^, 
Tho' iomcjlight di^erence ii^ our feature?; 
And when their, ra,c^ perfeftiQii* reaches, 
Snails f,dp may have tbieirplujpb$ aiid peaches, 
f^ iistt^^ji pay, >vhep in their ippw\ 
For all our fruit which they dev(^r* ^' 

Come then, an4 onJ^yi peachf s feed ; - ' 
And, tho* \^p nujperpus ypur brepd ; 
I Woulcf not- cruih you fpr the \f o)r!d— , . 
But, to my neighbour's garden hurr(J>^+ 
Make him contribute his affiftanpe ; 
To meliorate your fliort ^xiftence^ 
For in this wife, (enlightei>'d agie, 
Equality is quite the rage; 

♦ See the modem writcr^on Perfc<aibility« 

+ I put this cafe to a French Cafuiftj Which was the 
greater fin 5. to kill a Snml, or th«iw him mto your iieigk- 
hours garden ? He determined the latter,, contrary to my 

jppinion. 

And 



TH£ mOHTf OF R£PTIL£S« SOj 

And if, by toil, you've gain'd great ftore, 
You're bound to aid the idle poor. 

When Sol thro' mills emits his ray. 
And vrint.ef '$ 4lflQ#) c^ttrffts tficTday^ 
Retir'd within your humble cell, 
At home, like me, ypu love to dwell ; 
There doze away your vacant time. 
While If more i^Ie'read^^^^^nd fhyme : 
Thus a Reclufe I live, like you ; 
Poor, harfl5ileIiB,pptilc! tbfig;^fiji, - 



MUR. 



t ^6 J- 



MURDER AND ADULTERY: 

^ *" ..'!» («! ' OR, '■: ;- .'.' 

^ : CHASTiTY POLLUTED,! : 



a8«ft'iu^lo'^^ai«'"^*'^^-^MAk. '''^ 



My wine is good, not better has the king ; 

My water's pure, from yon Cdftalian fpring. 

Of each, alone Sir^ you may drink your fill ; 

Of wine — a dozen bumpers, if you will ; 

But why good wine with water thus dilute ? 

Or why th' unfuUied Lymph with wine pol- 
lute ? 

Wine, mix'd with water, moft wife meh 
agree. 

Is downright Murder and Adultery. 

The 



\ 



ftO/ MURDER AND ADULTERY, 

The water foird, is like a wife unchafte; 
And wine, thus murdered, palls upon the 

tafte.* ' - . . ' ; 
If then with me, my friend, you wifli to dine?, 
Drink water if you pleafe, But fpare my wine* 



* I am convinced, by my own experience, at leaft, that 
wind and water palls the ilomacli. Drink your wine firft and 
your water after It^ Sydenham 'rec9)mmen4s. ''Cerevifia td^«V 
jiuii," or table beer, tt the moft whokfome beverage. • 



BOTANY; 
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BOTANY.BAY^ 

A in £W SONG. 

To the Tune of—'^ By Jove ! Fil be/ree." 

Come all ye young virgins, fo frolic and fair^ 
Who the market have tried — and of hufbands 

defpair; 
Bid adieu ! to old England, and trip it away^ 
And join the bold convifts at Botany-Bay, 

At Botany-Bay ; 
And join the bold Convifts at Botany-Bay. 

XI. 

If flighted by neighbours, to fcandal inclined, 

Foi having been once to a lover too kind ; 

Defpife their bafe cenfure; come trip it away. 

And join the bold Convifts at Botany-Bay. 

At Botany-Bay, &c. 

in Among 



BOTANY^BAY^ M9 

ItU ; :/ 

Among five hundred felons, a man you may 

. chufe, ' : 

"Who like you too has no reputation to lofe i 
Then folac'e each other by night and by day. 
No fcandal can hurt you at Botany-Bay- 
At Botany-Bay, &c. 

XV. 

Tho* a thief or a robber, in th^at^ common- 

weal, 
Live honeft he muft — where there*s nothing 

to fteal ; 
And where halters are plenty ; for Botanill*^ 

fay, 
The fineft of hemp grows at Botany-Bay, 
At Botany-Bay, &c. 

V. 

How happy you'll live in your peregrinatiofi; 
Where you've nothing to do bat attend pro- 
creation; 

The 



• 10 " lOtANY-BAY* 

The more children yoitget, the better you*ll 

pay. 
Your debt to old England at Botany-Bay. 
At Botany-Bay, &c. 

TI. 

From fuch worthy parents each worthy de-. 

fcendant 
May hereafter grow rich — and become indcn. 

pendent^ 
Then laugh at old England, who fent you 

away. 
And fo happily plac'd you at ^btany-Bay . 
At Botany-Bay, &c. 

TII. 

Our American friends, by Frenchmen de^ 

ceiv*d. 
From fancied oppreffion may think they're 

reiiev'd; 

. Tho' 



V 



B^^AKV-BAV.^ fill 

Tho* for England's mild laws they'll have' 

defpotic fway, 
Bu(i we hope better things from Botany-Bay, 
At Botany-Bay, &c, 



■ / 
N. B. This was written during the American contell ; whick 

lio^ver terminated better to each party than was expede4« 



J6HN 
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...\ BALLS* SEDITIOUS TLliT. 



'^ Whea Adam (khr*d, an<l Btc fyvn^ 
<« WiiftwascbaiaGeBtienuar* 

ANSWER. 

^IVhen naked all, like Eve and Adam, 
Your Joan might be as good as Madam ; 
And, tillage then the only trade. 
We all had learnt to ufe the fpade. 

Buty tho' mankind are ftill the fame. 
And equal rights by nature claim ; 
Yet, if no focial laws exilled. 
And every man did what he lifted ; 
If all mankind muft dig oxfpin^ 
You'd have no covering but your (kin. 

* A £matic prieft in the Reign of Rkhard 11. who hy his 
leditious ^nnoos and rhymes, without reafon, fowcd tl»e ieeds 
of Wat Tyler's RcbcllloiL 

For^ 



JOHN BALX S SEDITIOUS TEXT. 213 

For, who woufd weave, or be your taylor ? 
Who*d be a foldier or a failor ? 
Who'd make youriables or your (helves ? 
. Troth 1.]y^aii^i|^mii^(6 tbcm gjl y(>iu'fetves. 
Let each man tlien affift his neighbour. 
And each perform forae ufeful labour : 
'Thus various arts wouhi be invented, ' 
And thofc, now poor and difcontented, 
Might Toon grow ricUi by laboring jpaore; 
While Idzy folks muft needs be poor: 
Fur why (hould they, wjip t^c PQ pains, 
Rob others of their honeft gains ? 
WhiU fome obey, and fofne comrp^d, , - 
And each man lends an helping ^pd; 
'While thofe beft (kill'd, the vclld ftc^r, 
Each may be happy \\i his fphera. 
, Infliprt, 'tis evident, you fee. 
That different ranks there needs muft Ipe ; 
There muft be then, fay what you qan, 
That flr^arf/ul thing — a Gentlema^i ! 



ON 



L .^H, 1 



ON THE 



> VOLUNTARY StJBSCRIPTl6NS? 



FOR 



INTERNAL &^XXM^'^^^^MNC£. 

^ — -<* His fword the blyave man draws^ 

• ^'^AnA W4nt8 no oinen' But hii^ Country 's cauife.*' ' 



BRitANNiA, Queen of Ifles ! by heaven de. 

fign'd '- ^ 
To guaird tH^^ ibciar rights of Human kind; ^ 
Where geAuine freedom ^ilds the fertile 

plaiiil. 
And pure Religion,' jv^/ unbanifli'^d, reigns ; 
Where equ'il laws 'all ranks, well-pleas 'd 

' obey, 
Secur-3 from Kings* 6r Mobs' tyrannic fway: 
Now arm'ct to drive invaders from the land. 
Her patriotic fons embodied ftand, 
- He, 






v 



VOLUNTARiy SriflPscdlPTIONS. 215 

He, tliat to gutird from a barbarian horde 
/ His country's freedom, would not draw his 

Deferves to be a flave ; — yet he does worfe, "" 
In fuch a caufe wh(i would not draw his 



Sh:rt!m:..\\ •..•'\iiov/. \ .. '''v,\7. 
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DOMESTIC 

„■ . ;.; yjioi c.',I 



■ iti^ J 



j^ylESriC COMFOJ^T, ^ 

SjTi^XO'*^ NIGHT s EMPLOYMENT. 

"^HO e'er has feen on Afric's fandy (hoar. 
Where favage monfter's lurk and lions xoax ; 
Burft from th' entangled thicket in her way 
An hungry tigrefs rufhing on her prey : 
In vain the hunter's ftiouts affault her ears. 
She fcorns their xrlamour^ and defies their 

fpears; 
Unawed amidft th' attacks of dogs and men, 
She bears her prize, triumphant to her den. 
With equal fury, arm*d with mops and 
brooms. 
The headftrong houfc-maid traverfes your 

' rbonis: 
No force her operations can withfland ; 

Nor gods nor men arreft her fcouring hand. 

About 



DOMESTIC COMfORT, 21/ 

About her waift her twitted apron's bound ; 
On pattens rais'd fhe ftalks the ?ipartments 

round. 
Her floating batteries Asking from her pail, 
By bydrnftatic lawftthe svaU^ aflail. 
Her rofy arms their wonted labours ply, 
Chairk,'tal>Ie«, fophas, (kreeiis before her fly. 
In vain he>r reverend njafter ftorms and frets, 
Madam commands, and Nancy fcorns his 

threats. \ 

His books and papers fcattered on thcfloor:. 
Hejioears; flie laughs, and fings and fcrubs 

the more ; 
(For evils in domeftic life there are, * 
Nor this the leaft, would make a j^arfon' fwear) ' 
Till wet and damp each rpom, the faucy quean, 
Now proudly boafts, ** The houfe for once is 

clean ;*' 
For wet and clean, with ev'ry Britifli dame, 
Say what you pleafe, will always mean the 

fame. 

P 3 DEVOUT 



;r-'G.ai8_] 



■ ir. 



oa 



DEVOUT MEDITATIONS 



i.O 



SUNDAY NJGHrS AMU3MM£NTSJ I 

I'rom Portland— to St. James s* Street';' 

Or fharpers prey upon the filly, * 

From C har i ng Cro fs to Pi c c adilly ;^ 

To all the world Cla'rinda's tnbwn. 

The life, the centre of the toil ; 

To th* idle, profligate, or gay. 

Her houfeis open, night and'diay ; 

Where, Vice and Folly in a' league, ' 

They loiter, gamble, or ihtrigue. 

' ' . ' 
As the old ting-tang;* or faints httl, 

Cilils folks to church by its tharp triell — 

• As ladies of this defcription were probably nej^?r,i<n',a coan* 
try church, they muft know, this little bell, called the Saint*s- 
bcll, is rung when the fervice is jull beginning— and by its 
quick mctipn feems to cxprefsi <*^ Come I all as will come.'** 



. DEVOUT MEDITATIONS. gig 

" Come, all as will come,*' all are welcome; 
(If they will play J. let imps from hell come : 
For, be it known, to iBU her rout, 
Five hundred Cards are ferit about. 
On that bleft day which man and beaft, 
By heaven's c6mmand, devote to refi. 
Hear this, good Chriftians all, and tremble, 
While yfiUf in godjy fort affemble 
To fay your prayers, or hear a fermon, 
(Refrefliing ! as the dew of Hermon), 
Thefe furies hold their horrid rites^ ' 

Like witches on the Sunday nights. 

And, fpite of laws, divine and civil, 
Invite the World,* the ^ie{li,+ and D'eVil. '^ 
Open for Vice a public fchool 
To allure the young from Virtue';^ riili^ j 
Divert the old till their laft breath, ^ 
From thinking on th' approach of death j 
'Till unawares this thoughtlefs band 
Pie, with four Honours in their hand.^ 

* Lady . + Lady . J Mrs. — , &C, 

§ Ace, King, ^^[^een, and K*ave.'-*»^ 

A fenfc of fliame, it is hoped, has of late given fome check 
pi'intk indecencies. ^ 
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DOMESTIC DESPOT; 



OR, 



THE HEROIC TAYLOR. 

Tho' want of Liberty's the cant, 
*Tis all but democratic rant — • 
Tho' royal defpots are a ciirfe, 
Domeftic tyrants ftill are worfe. 
But now and then Kings can do wrong — - 
At home, We're tortur'd all d^y long ; 
And when thofe flaves [ihditjkould obey) 
Our wives — ufurp tyrannic fway. 
This, fure, no mortal man can bear ; 
'Twould almoft make a parfon fwear. 

A taylor and his buxom wife 
Liv'd (^liite ^ falhionable^ife ; 

He 



THE DOMESTIC DESPOT. 2^1 

Jtfd ftill at home ; ^ always out, 

A reftlefs goffip, ftroird about: 

Having no cHildren to amufe 

Her leifure hours, flie liv'd on news. i 

For fovereignty they often ftrove ; 

She a fierce hawk, he a. meek dove. 

One morning, crofs-leg'd like a Turk, 
Poor Snip fate hairmlefs at his work ; 
"TwsisJmall'Cloaths for the fquire, of filk : 
*' Come down f cries Ihe, " and fetch the 
milk." 

This language too defpotic feem*d, 

Not fit for wives, the good man deCm'd. 

Poor Snip demurred ; tho* much afraid ; 

Yet refolutely difobey'd. 

Her fury now began to rbufe ; 

She wrench'd the breeches from her fpoufe — 

Nay, puH'd her fultan down at once. 

Belabour 'd him — about the fconre 

» 

With her flioe-heel and arm fo able ; 
Then (hov'd hira underneath the table : 

" There 
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THE PROXY. 



Survey the conduft of mankind; 

Unlefs it too much (hocks ye. 
His duty no one does, you'll find 

For all is done by Proxy. 



II. 



To every office ihould you go. 
The Principal but mocks ye ; 

He's at his country -feat, I trow> 
His bufinefs done by Proxy. 

III. 
The King liimfelf, who fleers the helm. 

And Britain, firm as rock, fee] 
Sails fteadily — yet ftill the realm. 

In faft, is rul'd by Proxy. 



IV. For 



I 



For ffcrwe, With Hood, and fonte few more, 
From cut-throats fafdy' locks ye; 

And keeps fccitre the Britifti fliore ; 
But they too havfe theif Proxy, . ' ' 

. : 
V. 

' . .. ■ J rr > - , . 

Some Admirals and Generals fight. 
Who never camp or dock — fee ; 

But plagu'd with gout, keep out of fight, 
And fail or fight by Proxy. 

VI. : 

When, gone to fea, the jtar behin^ 

Is forced to leave his4oxy ; 
On his return he oft' will find^ 

She's pregnant grown by Proxy. 

'. vir. : ■ --^ ... 
The coachman, if inclin'd to nap, 

And fleep upon the box, he ^ 

Will give the reiH^ to fome bold chap. 
And drive his coach by Proxy. 

VIII. 



L ^^ 3 



POUCE DISARMED. 

In Bath, tho' pleafurc keeps her fpleniid 

court ; , . 

Of rich and idle folks the bleft refort ; 
Where rouu and concerts/ fcaCs, the ball, 

the play, 
Exhilerate the n;g!it and cheer the day : 
She yet, with vagrant throngs infefled, grieves 
Of iarne and blind, of proftitutes and thieves. 
Th' offenfive fight of this difafl'rous crew. 
Hurts thejf/i^ feelings of the happier few. 

The magiflrate in wrath the nuifancc faw ; 
Hurl'd from his bench the thunder of the law : 

Forth 



THE POLICE DISARMED, 229 

Forth rufli*d his myrmidons, of office proud, 
Swept from the ftreets the miferable crowd : 
No more the lame, the blind, the old i^nfeen ; 
But, for her nymphs alarm'd, the Paphian 

queen, 
As when her Trojan fon, in flowing veft. 
She kindly met,* like mortal damfel dreft, 
Defcends, with fmileS the ruffian bard to 

greet. 
The liftors charm'd, ftopp'd fliort in Garjard- 

ilreet.t 
There youth and beauty ftor'd, difplay the?r 

charms. 
And take the cafual lov^r to their arms : 
The laws and liftors there indulgent prove. 
And bow fubmiffive at the flirine of love. 

» Virg. En. 

+ The retreat of Injured innocence. 



Q CM 
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ON THB 



PRESENT LOOSE DRAPERY 



OP THB 



FAIR SEX. 



Ladies of old, 'twas underftood, 
Were poor frail creatures, flefli and blood 5 
Too prone their virtue to furrender 
To ev*ry faucy, bold pretender : 
Who, from within by rebels aided, 
Th' affault could rarely be evaded. 
Yet, anxious to continue chafte. 
With whale-l^one they fecur*d the waift ; 
Which, ftifF with buckram, lac'd and twifted. 
The fierce invader's force refilled : 
Thus arm*d with ftays and female pride. 
Her lovers mauy a nymph defy*d. 



ON tHE tOOSE i)RAt»ERY, &C. 231 

But now, like angels, chafte and pure, 
With rigid Virtue's (hield fecure. 
The gate's thrown opCn, cautions ceafe,. 
The nymph enjoys herfelf in peace.* 

What, tho' flie has laid afide her ftays. 
From Duty's .path Ihe rarely ftrays : • 

Her. zone flie binds .beneath her breaft, 
And only veils with lawn the reft : 
And th<3' by foes fometimes bombardedj 
She leaves the citadel unguarded : 
Still tp herfelf and Virtue true. 
She fears not what vain mm can do«t 



* Apartk otia portU.— — -Ho.i. 

f I hope there will not be thought any thing indelicate in 
this defcription of what the' ladies do not Chink To in their 
ityle^f drcfs. 



a 2 TQ 
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TO THE LOVELY LADY 



With beauty fuch, as rarely here below. 
The fates vouchfafe on mortals to beftow : 
The native rofes blooming in her cheeks, 
Mart:ia from art fuperfluous luftre feeks; 
And not contented with her envied doonr 
Afpires to dazzle with caeleftial bloom. 

By Nature thu* adom'd, can then alas ! 
FairMarcia's fkill the work of heaven furpafs? 
Inftead of Life's warm tints, a lifelefs, cold, 
Unanimated Pi Sure we behold. 
Her Qwn good fenfe to fafhion thus a flavc. 
By art deflroysthe charms which nature gave. 



MY 
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MY PICTURE. 

Tho' infignificant thro* life, I'm told, 
1 famous grow, by merely growing o}d : 
Nor friends ajone, but every man I meet. 
With gracious greetings flops me in the ftr^et ; 
And feems to envy me my blefl condition, • 
To hav^ my PiSure in the exhibition. 
By Northcote painted! and fo like, you 'dfwpar. 
That I myfelf, in gown and fcarf, were there. 
Hear then, my friends, th^ counfel that I 
give ; 
Live fober lives, if long you wiffi to live^ , 

Be wife ! be good ! in' no purfults engage, 
Deftruftive of the reverence due to age. 
And then do what you pleafe, *tis n^uch the 

fame. 
If you live long, you'll haply rife to fame : 
Or, what is a much more comfortable truth. 
In age enjoy the cheerful health of youth. 

Q 3 "^i^E 
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THE 



UNIVERSAL REMEDY. 



My grand-mother, old Mrs, Shatidy, 
Is a great friend to right French Brandy 
I often call upon her, and I, 
Am always forced to take fome brandy : 
If you are lick, flie'll then command ye. 
To take a glafs of good French brandy : 
If yciu arc well- — the bottle's handy. 
She'll reeorr^mend a fip of brandy. 
Have you a cold ? No fugatr-candy 
Is half fo good as a little brandy : 
If hot and faint, you'll find good brandy. 
Believe me, Sir, " Solamen grande :"*^ 

^ A great comfort. 

Fatigu'd 



TUB UmVERSAL RJftMEPY. ^35 

Fatiigued at cricket, or at bandy, 
•* Here child, come ! take a fip of brandy :" 
If on the road the fun have tann'd ye, 
Why wafli your face with a little brandy : 
The road, you fay, is dry and fandy, 
Hince your mouth with a drop of brandy : 
Should you be fca-ficfc, let them land ye, 
And take a quart of right French brandy. 
You feera quite faint. Sir ! let me hand ye 
A glafs of madam's beft French Brandy j 
Your ftomach aches ? I underftand ye, 
Here ! take this giafsof right Nantes brandy r 
If ftrain'd your leg, " vi amtalandi,'** 
Bathe it with water mix'd with brandy ; 
Nay, if your eye's fore, Mrs.' Shandy 
Thinks nothing better than good brandy. 
In Ihort, fhe thinks you never can die, 
If feafon'd well \vith right French brandy, 

• By wjdkingtooxnuch.- 



TO 
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A SIMILAR PRESCRIPTION 



IN A 



DIFFERENT VEHICLE* 



You're crippled with the gout, at forty- 

' • eight. 
Yet wifh for he^Uh— and afk for my receipt ; 
My hale old age to temperance is due, 
Which rule for Health I'd recommend to you ; 
E'en luxury, when rightly underftopd. 
Is found, if hungry, in the plaineft food. 

* A poor woman, near Bath, Jiaving been ordered by the 
dodlor to give herhulband a dofein a proper vehicle, confult- 
cd the parfon what a vehicle was ? He told her a waggon, a 
cart, or a, wheel-barrow. The latter only being in her pofljef- 
fion, the poor woman lifted her huiband fairly itjto the wheel- 
barrow, and jumbled him up and down the ftony hill 5 which 
ihe faid did him more good Chan all the Dp^or^s ftoff. 

But, 



A SIMILAR PRESCRIPTIOK, '237 

But, ah ! your tafte for dainties is increased. 
You talk with rapture of a City Feaft; 
Of human ills our y^iw^ deem the worft. 
And boaft of eating turtle till you burft : 
You think it death to lofe one fumptuous 

treat; 
I glory in the haunch I do not eat : 
Hence I enjoy a head* and confcience clear. 
While you with gout are tortur'd half the 
year. 

* O ! utinam I , " 



TO 
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TO 



MY THREE PERUKES. 

A CONTRAST, 

Alluding to Mr. A -'s Malus^ Perjor, 

Pejfmus.^ 

Bonus! my long-tried friend, fiill faithful 
found 

Tho' ftorms and tempefts on my aged head 

Have long their fury pour*d, you ftill ftick 
clofe, 

Smile at fierce Boreas, and defy his rage. 

Tho' time, and drizzling rains, thy curls re- 
lax, 



♦ Non tam ceftandi cupldas, quam propter a morem quod 
Te imitari aveo. >■ Litcri. ,% 

By 



A CONTRAST. 339 

By crifping irons reviv'd, they fcorn to droop. 
But laife their creft, and round my temples 

fpread, 
Give to my wrinkled front the pride of 

youth. 
Grieve not, my friend ! you, nor your brel 

thren twain, 
Melior, and full-drell Optimus ! (than whom 
Nor Orchard's felf, nor gentle Snailom,f e'er 
Produced a fairer fpecimen of art :) 
Grieve not, tho' robb'd of the fuperfluous aid 
Of clogging meal, by Providence defign'd 
To feed the poor ; for culinary ufe. 
For pafte or puddings meet, with plumbs en- 

rich'd. 
Concomitant of fam'd roaftbeef ; which gives 
The Britifli Soldier his fuperior force. 
To wage awhile unwelcome war, and teach 
The fanguinary Gaul to fuc for Peace. 

i Two ingenious Artifts in Bath* 

Mean- 
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Mean-while the produce of the olive branch 
Shall ^ive thy native brown a glofly hue^ 
To vie with Peffimus ; tho' rais'd to fame. 
And fung by A — t — y in immortal flrains* 



THE 
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THE 

IMPATIENT LOVER. 

A PARODY. 

Addrejfedto Mr. and Mrs. G AL^,* at Sydney 
Gardens. 

IMPROMPTU. 

Ye gentle Gales ! that fiation'd here, 

Prefide o'er Sydney Groves ; 
Go, whifper in my Delia's ear^ ' 

How much her Strephon loves. 

Tell her, the Swain her ab fence mourns; 

The foils Unbutter'd ftand ; 
The coffee waits, till ftie returns. 

And waves her lilly hand. 



In 



* Tenants ©f thofe beautiful Gydens. 



244 LIBERTY AND PROPERTY. 
II. 

Jrom your King let no traytors your loyalty 
ileal; 

Nor of grievances dream^ which no mortal 

can feel : ^ 

No nation on earth has fewer than we. 

For white George is our King we are happy 

and free. 

We are happy and free, &c. 

I 

III. 
Sufpefl not your Monarch, without a juft 

caufe, 
He ne'er can do wrong, while he rules by 

the laws ; 
And AVhat nation on earth has fuch goqd laWs 

ai we, 
And beneath our good King, we're happy and 

free. 
We are happy and free, &c. 

iv. Let 
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Let Frenchmen hy o^ths, npr by iptereft 

bound, ; ' ^ . .; 

Infult their jioor King,, tod all orders con- 
found ; ! : 
But let us then beware, while their ipadnefs 
we fee, * 
And with George for our; King-— -be happy 
. and free. 

Be happy and free, &c. 

' • V. 
In defence of our laws let all parties unite, 
And on Jacobine Frenchmen ^xcrt a^l their 

fpite ; 
Who laugh in their fleeves, when oirf follies 

they fee, 
But in fpite of their plots^ we'll be happy and 
free. 

We'll be happy atnd free, &c. 

ft VI. Dririk 



S46 LiSEIiTV.AKD PUCPERTY* 

VI. 
Drink an- health to the King then, all good 

men and true, 
Who has naught but old England^s true in- 

tereft in vie^ ; 
Let Frenchmen ftill prate of their " Liberty 

Tree;" 
Whilft Britons alone are happy and free. 

Are happy and free ; 
Whilft Britons alone are happy and free. 



THE 



[ H7 ]. 



1:hb 



TEMPLE OF THE MUSES; 



OR, 



FINSBURY^SgUARE. 



£'re Turks or Goths and barb'roiis nations 

rounds 
Had levell'd all her temples vrith the ground. 
From Greece and fam'd Parnafliis' airy 

height, 
The Mufes had long fince fecur'd their flight* 
In Latium, then, and Rome's infpired feat. 
On Tibur's banks they found a fafe retreat ; 
But.foon dlfturb'd by horrid war^s alarms ; 
Their mufic filenc'd 'midft the din of arms'; 
R 8 They 
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They crofs'd the Alps, and were receiv'd in 

France ; 
But, (kiird in fong — they had not learn'd to 

dance : 
And, when in loyal ftrains they tun'd their 

notesj 
They fear'd the Jacobins would cut their 

throats. . , 

Efcap'd from thence to Britain they repair, 
Sure of a refuge and a welcome there : 
For there, they heard, that in this favour'd 

* land, 
Apollo dweird— 2it London, in the Strand ;^ 
But tho' he Ihone in ornament and drefs. 
And all admir'd the fplendor of the Prefs • 
like the rafh Phaeton j Apollo fell. 
And prov'd deftfuftive to his patron B-11. 



♦ Where Mr. Bell eftabliihed the Apollo Prefs, and print- 
ed the Englilh Poets In an elegant ftyle, and with beautiful en- 
gravings : but gr jttified the PubliQ at his own expence. 



Minerva 
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Jlf272<Jrr;^ too, they found, had hid her head,' 
Far, in aftreet, that takes its name from Lead; 
There fix*d his Prefs, efcap'd from Turkifc 

hovels, - . 

There lives in ftate, and charms us with his 

Novels. J ] 

But fee ! at Jength, a nobler Genius rife. 
Who all the Mufes' wants at once fupplie^; 
Where L-ck-ngt-n has rear'd a.fumptuous 

dome, 
In Finfb'ry-Square they've 'found a peaceful 

home. 
In L-(ik-ngt-n's incalculable pages, 
Are hid their treafures from remoteft ages ; 
Law, Phyfic, and Divinity, all find 
Each Science in the Mufes' Temple's join'd. 

Let Alexandria now no longer boaft 
Her Library, that grac'd th' Egyptian coaft ; 

+ Athens, facrcd ^o Minerva, now inhabited by Turk? in 
miferablehoveli 5 tho* her own temples ar<r ftiil perfed^. 
$ Mr. L— e, the generous patron of Novel Writers. 

ji 3 Had 



Bad Cmhf^* ordie VauUsr Lgkzl im %Bre» 
JXrr fuBT lai feem ccii^ i kt Finds ^fj- 

Bac, cu fae dare to rrrrilare tise VacKzit 
Sable die pfide of iKxkra ITimm ? Aje, 

that ise cazL. 
Oxford and Caabrk^ soft ic%2x liie hm^ 
Aadfottod ^Mi'd L-ck-agt-Q, thr wcn-cau'd 

pnufe* 
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PART 



PART IV. 



QJUISQJUITIjE. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
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TRUE POX.ITENESS. 

TO LADY M***H*D. 



VV HILE thus with bieauty, rank, and affluence 

bleft, 
And ev'ry charm, that in the female breaft. 
Might lofty thoughts and vanity excite. 
In lovely M — h-d happily unite ; 
With native goodnefs, innocence and eafe ; 
Her fole ambition feems to be — to pleaft. 
Hence, to each humble^ueft her care extends 
With true politcnefsy treating them as friends* 
And, while unconfcious oifuperior claims ; 
At no Jup trior deference fhe aims ; ► 
But, modeft, me^ek, and gentle as the dove. 
With our profound efieem fhe gains our love. 



TO 



C 254 ] 



TO 



A DISCONSOLATE VIRGIN. 

Why fighs my Anna ? why that air, 
Expreflivc of her deep defpair ? 
Does fhejament fome much-lov*d friend. 
Or, are her conquefts at an end ? 
Does fome un-meaning, fluttering beau. 
To virtuous love and worth a foe, 
Transfer his flatteries from you. 
And fome more blooming nymph purfue. 
What, tho' the freflmefs of the rofe, ' 
In Anna's cheeks no longer glows; 
Youth's early tint appears lefs bright ; 
And e'en an hair or two looks white i 
Tho' in her eyes no more is Teen 
The fparkling luftre of fifteen; 

Yet, 
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Yet, in thofe eyes difplay'd, we find 
The milder .radiance of the mind. 
Serene, yet cheerful, all appears. 
As more befits maturer years : 
Good-nature, kindnefs, and good fenfe. 
With giggling pertnefs may difpenfe ; 
-For wit to wifdom fliould give place. 
And prudence with our years Jceep pace ; 
* Fops by coquetry may be won. 
But wife men value fenfe alone. 

When fuch fubftantial charms are thine; 
Why fliould my Anna then repine ; 
She'll yet, I truft, become a wife. 
And, tafte the genuine fweets of life ; 
Or, if to fo much merit blind, 
A partner fit, for life, to find 
Her wjfli fliould unfuccefsful prove, 
Friendfliip Ihall fill the place of love* 



TO 
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[ TO 

A FINE WOMAN 



WITH 



A MUSICAL VOICE : . 
(who was generally veiled.) 

/When Celia, confcious of her charms, 
,Each feature of its power difarms. 
And kindly veils thpfe Brilliant eyes, 
Where love hin^felf infidjous lies ; 
We think ourfelves from danger free, 
And all thofe other beauties fe^. 
Which Celiacs charming perfon grace,, 
Secure, when fhe conceals her face. 

, But ah \ ye thoughtlefs fwainsj bewc^re. 
Nor ralhly thus approach the fair ! 

For 



ON A FIME WOMAN, &C. fij^ 

For when flie fpeslks, her voice, yoiti'U 

prove, 
Can fire the coldeft heart with love : 
I feel its force, and burn with more 
Than youthful ardor at three-fcore. 



TO 
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TO 



haSS CHARLOTTE 



fOn a Propofal for fending her to Bengal. J 

To India then, pack'd up for fale, 
Muft Charlotte, like a common bale 
Of goods be. fent ? Forbid it^ heaven ! 
Was it for this that form was given ? 
Thofe blooriiing cheeks, thofe treffes fair ; 
That fweetly blufhing, modeft air ? 
Thofe native charms, by art improved. 
Which no one ever faw, but lov'd ! 
Shall all thofe little loves and graces. 
Be facrific'd to the embraces 
Of fome proud tyrant ; whofe vile pelf, ' 
To purchafe luxuries for himfelf. 
From harmlefs Gentoos was extorted ? 
Shall fuch fierce plunderers then be courted 

Bv 



TO MISS CHARLOTTE ——. Sjg 

By youth and beauty ? Whofe foft breaft 
With anguifli bleeds for the diftreft ; 
Who ne'er could read, but tears would flow. 
Imaginary tales of woe ? 

No; let th' Oriental lover. 
Some gallantry at leaft difcover : 
Let him to Britains coaft repair, 
And pay due homage to the fair. 
With fuppliant vows our nymph addrefs. 
And woman's fov'reignty confefs ! 
Let Nabobs or let Sultans come, 
Ereft, with princely ftate, the dome 
With fplendid robes and gem,s adorn 
The maid whofe charms outfliine the morn: 
They'd then difplay an honeft pride. 
And Charlotte be an envied bride. 



TO 
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TO 



THE HON. MRS. HILL. 



To grace our ifle, from fair leme's (horc. 
Proud of its charge, th' exulting veffel bore 
The fair Miranda ; who, where nymphs arfe 

feen < 

In brilliant clufters, {hines " th' apparent 

queen."* 
Nor could, of old, the Cretan iffe e'er boaft 
A richer cargo from the Tyrian coall ; 
Tho* Jove hiihfelf, enamoured of the maid. 
The chafle Europa thence by fiealth convey'd. 

• Milton's P. L. b. it. 

Tho" 



TO tHE HON. MR^. H-LL. &6l 

Tho* in full bloom, at gentle Love's com- 
mand, 

To one bleft youth Miranda gave her hand. 

Who now with right ^Xcliifive claims her 
heart, 

Yiet hojpes, Ito gazing crowds, her fmiles im- 
part. ^ 

That love which empty pride can ne'er pro- 
cure, ^ I ■, ,:.. , . . .,;. I 

Her un^ffuming . merit rnuft , fecure. 

Poffefs'd of all that xiiafces weak woniafl| v^q. 

She's humble, as the nymph th?d roves the 
plain ; , . ' : 1 

Unconfcious of her .pow'r, flie charms aH 
eyes :.^., - ...,', > l-w • ■■ ■ ]T 

' But the rafh youth who (teres approach hex% 
dies. ^..; ^ .:■;,;,; \ 

Bow then with aWe to Virtue's ftern decree; 

Admire, nay love ; — but, ah ! defjair, like me. 
This humble verfe, fair maid, vfitKjmiles 
receive, 

'Tis ?J1 I afk,; 'tis all that you can give. 

S TO 



[ 26fi ] 



TO MJSS 



The mojl delicate of her Sex ; but /educed by 
Fajhion. 

I NEV£R was a ftaunch philofopher. 
Nor could my paffioris ever glofs over : 
Yet, it Difcretion's ftern corrimand, 
A ftrong temptation can withlland : ■ 
I can refill the blufhing peach, ^ 
Tho' malting ripe, and in my- re^ch : » ' 
The cherry's pulp and ruddy hue^- ' 
Without emotion I ' can view ; . 
The fwelling clufters of the vine, * 
Tho* with reluflance, ean refi^.' 

Yet, ah !. I*m neither ftone nor wood. 
But feel myfelf frallflefli and .blood: 
Veil then that lovely neck, fair Maid ! 
Too lovely, to be thus dilplay'd! 

That 
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That bed of lilies, ting'd with rofes ! 

Where Love himfelf in ftate repofes : 

Be It frdm vulgar eyes^ withdrawn. 

Concealed in triple folds of lawn ! 

A fight, referv'd for him alone, - 

Who foon fhall claim thee for his own : 

Eager to rifle all thofe charms. 

Secured by Hymen to ^lis anps* ,,>.]! 



^ ^ , t« 
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TO 



MISS SUSANNA H-R — — N. 



Due to thy merits, loVely Maid! 
Let confcious pride thy talents aid ; 
Nor blufli to fee thyfelf carefs'd, 
While warbling from thy fnowy breaft. 
Sweet Melody, who there refides. 
Each melting note, each accent guides* 

Mufick*s congenial to thy name, 
Thy long, hereditary claim ; 
Whofe anceftors our annals grace. 
All patrons of the tuneful race ; 
Skilful themfelves to wake the lyre. 
And make the lift'ning throng admire : 
Yet all their tuneful pow'rs we fee 
United, lovely Maid ! in thee. 



o» 
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_, ON A I,ATE DZq^EE FOR 

THE EXCLUSION, OF ARTITS 

/ FROM 



THE ROOMS AT bath: 



Ye lucklefs wights ! that grace the Mufes' 

train, 
Admired, applauded — but, alas! in vain : 
Unrivaird adepts in the finer arts ! 
Conceal your talents, nor difplay your parts ! 
In Mujick^ or in Speaking, fhould you fhine ; 
Excel in Mara's or in Siddons* line ; 
Come not to Bath — you'll find ydurfelves 

degraded. 
As if in mops or matches you had traded. 

S3 An 



266 ON A LATE DEGREE, &C. 

An haberdaflier flxuts befide a Peer, 

While you are told — " yqu have no bufinefs 

here," 
Handel, indeed, and Garrick, erft intruded. 
But now, alas ! tliey^d find themfelves ex-. 

eluded. 
A fong in private youVe allow 'd to fmg — 
To charm the public is a fervile thing. 
Then let not thofe, by whom your perfon's 

flighted, , ^ V 7 ; ^ \ 

By your celeftial ftrains be e'er delighted. 



TO 
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TO DR. H-R-NGT-N, ^ 
On his Glee, " Rex, Lex, et Pontifex.'* 

Priest of the Mufes ! lo, the facred Nine 
To you the LAWS of Harmony confign ; 
Thofe Laws you execute with fkilful hand — 
The KING, the fov'reign of the tuneful 

- band ; 
Infpir'd by them, your magick pow'r con- 

troul 
Each rude, each tender paflion of the foul ; 
Or love, or hope, or pity you excite; 
Subdue the fierce, or make the coi^ard fight ; 

* Mufarum Sacerdos* Ho^# 

The 
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The tedious hours of folitude beguile. 
Wake focial mirth, and bid the wretched 

fmile. 
Your praife let then e^ch lovely minftrel 

Revere their Prieft, their Laws, and much- 
lov'd King* 



INSCRIP. 
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INSCRIPTION 

ON THE 

FRIZE OF THE PUMP-ROOM AT 
' . BATH. 

*APIXTON MEN "TAnP,* 

■* Water isbejf;' thus fung the bard of old ; 

That *' Wine is bejl^'' by modern bards we're 
told: 

For fure no mortal, layman or divine, 

Would e'er drink water when he could have 
wine. ^ 

But, if excefs your health have once im- 
paired, 

The Bard thought Wine perhaps might well 
be fpar'd, 

♦ The firft line of Pliriar, who is fuppofed to allude to the 
opinicjn of Thales, who held that Water was the firft prin- 
ciple of all thiajs. 

And 



fijO THE PUMP RQOM. 

And ** Water then is beft ;" yet if youVe 

wife, 
You*ll drink no water but what Bath fupplies* 
Thefe healing draughts will mitigate your 

pain, . 

And WaUr make you relifli Wine zgdixi; 
Of fober Reafon bring them to the teft ; 
You'll own at leaft Our Water is the beft. 



OH 
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ON 

CROMWELL'S PICTURE. 

Sent' at hev' Requsjl, td/(^rijlma Qmen of 
Sweden. . / 

3ellipolens Virgo! Septem Regina trio- 

• nura, ' 

Chriftina ! Arctoi lucida ftella poll \ 
Cernis (Juas ra^nirdura fub Gaflide rtigas : 

Ulq fenex armis impiger ora gero. 
Jnvia fatorum dum per veftigia nitor ; 

Exequor et populi fortia jufTa minu-; 
Aft tibi fubmittit frontem revcrentior Um- 
bra : 
Nee funt hi vultus Regibus ufq trucer. 

* Suppofed to be written by Milton, CromwelTs Latin 
• fecretary, though- printed in Andrew Marvel's pofthumouj 
works. 

N. B. Livy ufes Rex for a King or Queen, indifcrimi- 

liattly. 

ATTEMPTED 



2j6 A SONG. 

IV. 

Oh ! let me hear my Hero's voice» 
Secure from war's alarms ; 

Then for our triumphs I'll rejoice. 
When fafe in Strep hon's arms. 



THE 
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THE AVIARY; 

OH, 

THE MERRY CAPTIVES. 

TO MRS. P — NE. 

** The Rights of Man,'' tho' Women now 

demand. 
And Liberty's re-echo'd tHro' the land ; 
Tho' flight reftraints are defpotifm efteem'd, 
And favages alone are fages deem'd ; 
Yet furely, to fubmit to equal laws, 
Can hardly injure facred freedom's caufe : 
Nay, thofe alone true happinefs can find, 
Who to" wife law^ their freedom have rd- 

fign'd. 
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Tho' nature o*er this fertile valley reigns, 
And birds on ev'ry fpray pour forth their 

ftrains; 
Inclos'd in thi$ reticulated cell, 
A joyous choir of feather'd fongfters dwell. 
The wood-lark, linnet, nightingale and thrufh. 
Who wont, at large, to chaunt on ev'ry bufli ; 
Yet here, to narrower limits tho' confin'd, 
(With luxuries fupply'd of ev*ry kind,) 
Within the bounds. prefcrib*d, they freely 

rove. 
And tune their throats as in their native 

grove. 
Here birds of rank their converfation Ihare, 
Nor dread the cat's rude grafp, or fowler's 

fnare : 
In fecial joys they pafs their blifsful hours. 
Yet all have feparate cells or fecret bow'rs : 
There weave their mofly nefts — and boldly 

there 
From fchool-boys fafe, their callow offspring 

rear: . » 

Here 
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Here mimic ftreams from potcelain vafes 
flow ; 
While, round the lattice, pinks and rofes 

' blow : 
Thus duly fed, without their toil, they live, 
Secure of all the bleflings life can give. 
Protefted thus, a tax indeed they pay. 
But tis an eafy tax, you'll furely fay. 
If tax we needs muft call, a trifling fong. 
Which they difcharge, with pleafure, all day 

long; 
At night, fweet Philomel, here fafe from 

ftorms. 
With thrilling notes the pleafing taflc per- 

forms. 
With gratitude, each docs the beft he can 
To entertain his bounteous fov'reign^ Man. 
Thus, in their injulattd fl:ate content. 
No want of liberty thefe birds lament. 

Yet, with feign 'd pity for their fad condi^ 
tion, 
(By hunger prompted, or by fell ambition,) 
T 2 Perch 'd 
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Perch*d on an oak, a patriotic kite, 
Bids them their feveral flender powers unite ; 
•* Rift in a mafs," their energies employ. 
Their flavilh fetters, inftantly deftroy ; 
Aflert their native rights ; and fliould refift- 

ance 
Be found too ftrong, he promifes afliftance. 
With claws and beak to burft their flimfy 

cords. 
And vengeance wreak on their tyrannic lords. 
** What ! fhall the groveling reptile man, 

they dare 
** Enflave the wing'd inhabitants of air ? 
•• Refufe the common-wealth of birds their 

due? 
** Angels are drawn with wings to look like 

you.'* 
The eagle, veiled with a confuFs power, 
Th' indignity furvevs from yonder tower : 
" Roufc ! then, my fellow-citizens, I fay ; 
•* Affert ; our natural rights and tour away !" 

But 
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But now the kite an injur'd farmer faw ; 
Whofe poultry oft' had cramm'd his rav'r 
nous maw, 
Leveird his gun— and took his aim fo well ; 
Dead at his feet the vaunting hero fell. 



T 3 FEMALE 
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FEMALE ATTRACTIOXS, 



\V HEN Faihion thus o'er genuine Tafle pre- 
vails. 
And Beauty in her ftrongeft fort aflails ; 
When tempted by an injudicious pride 
To lay the foftnefs of their fex afide. 
If S r , clad in mafculine attire. 
Could frozen age with tender thoughts in-." 

fpire ; 
Who, without tranfport, can behold that face, 
'When femaliz' d by gauze and Bruffels lace : 
Adorn'd with all which the Cofmetic art, 
Has e'er devis*d to captivate the heart : 
Her charms thus deck'd mull ftill more bril- 
liant fliine ; 
Before a mortal flie is now divine ! 

Stoics 
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Stoics themfelves, tvhofe hearts are cas'd with 

fteel, 
'Spite of their fyftem mufl foft pqjffion feel : 
Converts to truth, with pleafure inuft confefs, 
Virtue'^ moil lovely in a Female drefs. 



THJ5 
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TUB 



SENSITIVE PLANT. 



TO MISS FANNY E- 



While crowds of flaunting fluttering lafles, 
Seduc'd by flattering looking-glaffes, 
To fport a fancied handfome face, 
Obtrufive haunt each publick place ; 
Here praftife their cuquetifli arts. 
Secure of winning wprthlefs hearts ; 
And, of their tranfient conquefts proud, 
Are followed by •a thoughtlefs crowd : 
The lovely Fanny not lefs fair,, 
Shrinks from the coxcomb's faucy fl:are ; 
Thus from the touch 'unknown i-be caufe) 
Th? half-animated plant withdraws : 

Un.' 
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Unconfclous of her power to pleafe. 
She unconcern'd their triumph fees : 
Yet thus retiring from their view, 
Attrafts the more difcerning few ; 
Who, thro' this meek and humble fpirlt^ 
Difcover her fuperior merit'; 
Charni'd with her blufiies, nor content 
With vain, unmeaiiing compliment. 
Conceive a durable regard ; 
Of modeft worth the juft reward I 

Thus Fanny fcorning childiCh airs. 
Secures a lover unawares : 
While each defigning, forward dame. 
Infallibly defeats her aim ; 
Por, who'd be anxious to obtain, 
What every fop that will, may gain ? 



111% . 
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DINE WITH THE DOCTOR » 



Xo F — li£— d oJt\ in friendly fort invited, 
I thought fuch kindnefs was not — to be 

Jlightedi 
I went at length, in one-horfe whijky\ tofs'd. 
And found, alas ! what pleafurc I had loft. 
Without ! the fcene muft charni each man of 

tafte ; ' .^ 

Within I the greateft epicure might feaft* 

Yet one's but an imaginay\ good ; 
The other^ wholefome, plain > fubftantial 

food : 



* Somnus pomlndianus In fcIla Cubltalw 

^ Vehiculi genus* 

% The channing profpe^- 

To 
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The one's whip-fillybub, or currant jelly ; 
The other, ham and fowls, will fill your 

belly. • . 

On one^ alone to feed, you would be loth ; 
Dine with the Doftor then, you'll have them 

both. 



W-DC-MB. 
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W-DC-MB-HOUSE. 



TO MRS. H-DG-S. 



^WuAT fecret charm, my friend, pervades. 
And gilds your W — dc — ^b's peaceful (hades ; 
^Why. does my heart with joy expand. 
When you prefent your friendly hand ? 

Is it the garden's vernal pride. 
Where rofes bloom on every fide ? 
Is it the mufic of the birds ; 
Or on your lawn the grazing herds ? 
Where, gufhing 'midll the laurels green. 
The Naiasd^ animate the fcene : 
The gothic turret* — waving woods, 
Reflefled from the chryftal floods ? 

♦ W— dc— b tower. 

The 
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The abbey, view'd where'er we rove, 
In fweet perfpeftive thro' the grove : 
Or penfive on the ruftic feat, 
Beneath yort group of elms, retreat. 

Why then with you are we fo bleft ? 
- Afk your own hofpitable breaft. 
The cordial welcome, grac'd with fmiles, 
Our raptur'd fancy here beguiles ; 
While eafe and harmony* unite 
Each anxious thought is put to flight ; 
We feel beneath your friendly dome. 
More happy tlian — we are ^t home. 
And this, I truft, you will confent, 
Fiom me'sj- no vulg^ir compliment. 

• In ^hich flie excels. 

^ Who fcidom dine abroad. 
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A REMARKABLE PHENOMENON- 

On feeing the Duchefs of D t*s ChiL 

dreny on Claverton Down, 1788. 

IMPROMPTU* 

Is it then true ! that I have feen 

Thefe Miniatures of Beauty's Queen ? 

Thefe fifters of the God of Love ? 

Or rather cherubs from above ? 

The offspring of a beauteous mother ; 

And only equalled by each other. 

I ! that have feen their Lords and Graces ; 

Their grand-fire, and their graxid-dame's 

faces ; 
I, that have din'd, (pray no offence fir,) 
With the fair Dowager, Lady Spencer ; 

E'er 
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E'er yet {he had learn'd to roll her eyes,* 
And made her worthy Lord her prize. 
Have feen their grand-fire at my houfe,t 
Where ftill I dwell, a country -moufe : 
Nay, who have din'd, and fmok'd a pipe; 
Eat pines and peaches melting ripe, 
With their g7'eat grandfather at Chatfworth:^ 
A place worth more than ray befl: hat's worthy 
Tho' fiird with cafli of pureft gold ; 
Ten thoufand guineas ten-times told. 
A fig then for your Pytian Sags,^ 
Who only liv'd to the third age ; 
When I already have feen four. 
And may, pleafe heav'n, fee yet one more; 
When time thefe infant beauties arms. 
With fomething like their mother's charms ; 

♦ Before fhe was in her teens, 1746. 

+ From Prior Pdrk. 

J On a publjck day, 1743, ^" "^V Scrupling to take a 
pipe, his Grace obfei ved. They were good times, whca the 
Clergy fmoked tobacco, 

§ Neftor. 

To 
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To form another generation — * 
Tlio' longer life has fmall temptation. 
When age but languidly enjoys 
The faireft ot life's gilded toys : 
AnA when can 1 fee better days ? 
Mere charms than C-v-ndifh difplays ? 
But, to whatever heav'n tliinks fit, 
'*Tis man's, with patience, to fubmit : 
And may each day, while life (hall laft^ 
Correfl: the follies of the paft ! 



* This is now come to pafs, 1801. 



MAR, 
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MARtlAL, Ep. fi. fe. 'x; 

• r 



** Jam parce, Romay grattialatdri 



Spare me ! my lor^, J beg you WiB ; 
Of L6vees I have had 'my' fill : 
Too old ; I've nothing nbwt6'aflc ; , 
Pray fparc me then the pairiful ta& 
Of waiting *midft your lafc^ attendants^ 
And crowds of ravenous dependants,* 
Who^ anxious to. objey yqur .cj^ll, 
Stdnidjhivering in your marble hall. 
For, Tpite of your fuperb brazier, 
*Tis plaguy cold this time of th* year«t 



• Ante ambulones ft togatulos. 

f CentiuD plumbeos. Sort of leaden TSckeei* 
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Yet after all, might I, Sir, mention 
What I have gain'd by my attention : 
I've toil'd for Uad^^ like Cornifli miners, 
While Aftley hoards his facks of fhiners. 

My trifling works want no reward. 
Nor do they merit your regard. 
I wi(h not to procure monopolies 
Of Livings near our grand Metropolis : 
Tho' promifes are not realities ^ 
I want BO Praebends or Pluralities ; 

i 

Nor to look down, with proud delight. 
From royal Windfor's envied height. 
•* What then, good fir, is your requeft?"f 
To Jlcfpt my lord, andi be at reft. 

• Fenrentis Atir! fuccos. 

f QttUcoaciipifcami qiuerii er|;o : DormUe* 
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PASTORAL ADVICE 

■ o» .; 

A CO UNTR Y D I VINE, 

TO TBI 

GRANDEES OF HIS FLOCK. 

Sennoni propidrat^— — — Hot* 

While cold refcrve, or fliy, unfriendl}^ 

mien, 
Amidft the nearcft neighbours here is feen; 
Where equal worth and wealth and fehfe a« 

bouiid^ 
Why is not p^ace among thefe blel&ngs 

found ? 
Or why to me, a puny ght ! alone, 
Is this unmerited attention fliown T 

u s Whe. 
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Whether to P — ^g — t's laureate fliades^ I go. 
Who dill prefer domeftic blifa to fliow ; 
Or thro' primaeval oaks» whofe branches 

meet, 
I'm led to Kn-t-rs hofpitable Teat ; . 
Or pleas'd, to J-11-ff's fumptuous dome af- 

cend ; 
In each I'm tfeated as ti welcome friend ; 
Jn^eaol^y 'midft >waJth-and %>kndor, void of 

pride, 
Good*will and hofpitBlity: j-efide« 
Why then fliould fruitlefs enmity remain ? 
Whece eaoli wduI4^ai|gh hurin^tiries to eXf 

plain. \ 

. Oh J hadlrpower^j with what Cncerede^ 
- ii^bt, ., L 

Would I each worthy family unite! 
Teach, ihem idiai ip^afure ihc meft fnigit 

board 
Mull, when iwidi imuiml -l^niacCi d0«k'^ 

aflFordI 

But, 



But, ah! while " trifles light as air^'' pro- 
long 

Each vague fufpitijn and each fancied wrong ; 

Time fteals away — amiifoon approaching age. 

And gloomy cares will every thought engage; 

Nay/Deatft; perhaps Tinfttrti;*e'errnowj alas! 

Lurks in the favory difli or focial glafs. 
Seek then, my frieridsi eicHfj ftbftiletfaought 
fuppreft, 

Th^^ heartfelt blifs, within your peacef^J 
breaft, 

Which, while in frultlefs enmity you live. 

Nor fplendid domes — -nor wealth nor ^ Health 
can give: 

Be peace reftor*d then, difcord at an end; 

Be each to each, and — ^to hirnfelf^ friend. 



V 3 Tl« 
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By ancient Bards, thro' ages pall foretold. 
Their Great Meffiah npw the Jews behold ; 

from Jordan's ftreams, the Saviour of maij. 

; ::. ':;■•■ .■• : - ■,- ... ;tLr: j>!r • -;.. -* 

kind, 
Went up+ to heal the dumt, the deaf, the 

:' '>■•■, . :\ ; , ]-■. 'U '/:.:■ ■: -, \ 

blind : 
Amaz*d, they faw, at his all-powerful word. 
The fick to health, the dead to life reflor'd. 



• Though the following lineg were written for a particular 
purpofe, the Author hopes, that if he has any Readers, they 
may not be difpleafed with the fubjeft. 

t After he had been baptifed there by John. 

• ' Th' 



Th* liobiafs'd muUitudjj .with rapturc.pwii, \ 
Such mickeies cwld ^CQP^e from God ^Qpc ; : 
For never works lil^e thjafe were fee» lieforc :; 
And now, his healing virtue to implpr^. 
The iregipil& rpulid Jhis fpnt]c divine con fcfs, ; 
AndiUringith<?ir chillcU^n^ltiQ^hisarms tcffblefs^ 

Btit;,la'!,with';jealaus .eyes his fpllpwerft 
* view^ 
And from his prefence thruft thfe fuppliant 

crew : 
As th' unfee'd fervants, who attend the great. 
With haughtinefs their humbj^ fuitors treat. 
For, yet unlighten'd, they with projects vain. 
In worldly fplendor hpp'd with him to reign. 

But with divine benignity, our Lord 
Their iqfolence and felfifh views abhorr'd ; 
•* Was much difpleas'd," and iffued his com* 

mandS| 

To bring the meaneft infants tp his bands ; i 

*• To /uch (He faid) the privilege is given, 
*• To form the bleft fociety of heaven." 

An4 



And ii<Hic hvxjuch it iknoceni^e and- k^ie, 
S&^ jdiit tl^ ^geU in fh^r^ali^^ above. 
Th6* •♦wife d& fcrptirits/* it Vvill naught 

avdil. 
If HI the •♦ hsul^leffhfcfe of dbv^s* ' yw f »t • 
Eter^bKfs, ye wifcilid^ l^rhcd-knoiif^!- 
©il babfe-likc foub ^lorte will Go^D-beft^- 



IH 



is MEMORY OF 

WatlAM L-N<5v£SQ. 
OF STRETWN,SVM£RSETSHUiE. 



By whofe death at Fourteen, the Family, in 
the MaU Lin^, became e^cfinS, _ 



His dawning years with native talents bleft. 
To raife fweet tranfports in his parent's 

breaft; 
The poH{h*d youth they faw, with rapturU 

eyes, 
Like this fair emblematic column* rife ; 



* The device on the tomb| a marble column, broken oif 
k the middle* 

Adorn'd 



And tme h , -.. ^^^^ 

w«««» jvii , ,^^ ^f jy^ j^^^^ 

^ fla^fenng vifion's 

If ' 

- .as height thje jjouth was 

>.: pleafipg .prf^pje.a they c^- 

> fell llrokc the fabric was dq- 

V cioppM, this Lilly witBer'd in its 
Woom ; 
. j^Kir name, their hopes, extinguifh'd in th^ 
Tomb.. 



A MONU-. 
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A MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION, 

Intended ybr a refpeSabU Family in the 

Vicinity of' BriJloL 

.... ♦ ^ 

Unknown to fame, an happier lot they^ 

knew ; 
Belov*d and reverenced by the virtuous few : 
Domeftic blifs their wifli's utmoft bound, 
Where all tjie; genuine fw^ets of life arf 

found;.; .' 

Amidft theirplTsppiig, lleil^vyith n)utual lovi>^- 
They liy*d in hoj)es of pqi;feft blifs atjove; 
There all the good and pious fouls fliall meet^ 
Their forrows ended, ai>d their joys complete. 
You ! who thefe lines perilfe with Critic eye^ 
By their *s zoucEiyour lives-— and learn to di^, 

RESIG. 
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RESIGNATION. 



I. 

Now, deck'd in all the pride of May, 
Behold the verpal hours advance ! 

While hand in hand, in circles gay. 
The foiling Loves and Graces dance. 

The fprightly fwrains and virgins blooming," 

With joy falute th' approaching fpritig ; 
While opening flbw'rs the air perfuming, 

The birds their warbling carols fing, 
♦ ■' . ^ ' ~ 

111. 
But ah ! in A^in the opening floivers, 
'*Now breathe my fpirits to reftore : 
Since, with piy youth, my happier hours 
Are vanilb'd to return no more. 

IV. No 



tr. 
No more for me the rofes Woom, 

Lapk$ foaring pour their tnatin fong, 
OrTUberon flicds iu pkh perfume, 

Or Nightingales their notes prolong* 

V. 

Ah ! where are now thofe fleeting joys, 
Which fancy painted in my mind ? 

All faded, like the varnilh'd toys, 

Which, with my childhood I refign'd. 

Yl. 

By cold neglefl or death ^of friends. 
With fpleen or forrow thus oppreft, 

A fwarm of foes that age attends, ' 
Now reign defpotic in my breaft. 

' rif. 

E'en Laura's fmiles, that wont to charm me. 
Now fainter joy^, alas ! fupply, 

Than do the fun's mild rays that warm me, 
When gleaming from the azure Iky. 

xiii. Tc 
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